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John Poulter, alias Baxter. 


before Mary Brown eſpied a large Cheſt, and ſaid, here is a Chance, 
the Lid being looſe, and her Hand but ſmall, ſhe pull'd out of the 


went to Weſicbeſter to the Mayor, and told him that he thought 
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Have followed Gambling and Defrauding theſe five Years 
laſt paſt, and lived on the Spoil: of other Men's Subſtance., 
About the Middle of February, 1749, 1 and John Brown, 
alias Dawſon, Mary Brown®, and Mary Davis, met all ac- 
- cidentally at Litchfield, on a Fair Day, and after ſome Cere- 
mony we all a to go and drink a Glaſs of Wine ; accordingly 
we went to Mr. William Brooks's, at the George Inn, in the ſaid 
Town, and were ſhewn up Stairs; we, had not been there long, 


faid Cheſt one yellow Silk flower'd Damaſk Gown, one green Silk 
ditto, one brown Silk ditto, and one black flower'd Silk Capuchin, 
which Mary Brown carried out of the ſaid Houſe in her Apron, 
to the Place where our Horſes were : We all made the beſt of our 
Way to the B D——2z, near Weſtcheſter, where we divided 


the above Goods among us four. I believe the Goods were worth 


about ſixteen Pounds; the Landlord and Landlady of the 5B 


D.— very well knew us to be Thieves, and that we lived by no- 


_ thing elſe, and alſo know almoſt all the Thieves that travel, and 


harbour them. 5 
But what is very remarkable, at the ſame Time I ſent for a Tay- 
lor to take Meaſure. of me' for a black Pluſh W aiſtcoat, and in his 


meaſuring of me a Piſtol went off in my V/aiſtcoat Pocket, and. i 
the Bullet went under his Arm, and through the Cicling, without "=p 
doing any Hurt, which very much ſurprized the Taylos 5 Brown _ 


Randing by me, I ſaid, what are you always playing your Tricks 
putting Crackers in my Pocket: But the Taylor was not to be fo 
deceived, for he took home my Pluſh and Lining with him, and 


1 2 = > 1 
* Mary Brown has been tried fix Times within four Years and Half: Firſt was at - 
the Apollo Inn, Weſtmoreiand, with her firſt Huſband Peter Brown, and ſeveral athens, © 
but ſhe was agquitted, and her Huſband executed; it was in the latter End of. a7g8, / x 


Next at Ruthen in Denbyſhire, with John Brown, torpicking Pockets, , Next at Sue. 6 
bury, by berſelf, far ditto. Next at Cambridge, with Jane Baily, on Suſpicion of dito. /" 
Next at Litchfield in Staffordſhire, in 17 52, for picking Farmer-Booth's Pocket of q- 


teen Pounds in the ſaid Town of Litchfield, with Benjamin Shotton and Eleanor Cum» -. 

mins 3 the two laſt convicted, and ſhe acquitted : She was tried, by g Name of Mary _ 
Robertſon, Next ſhe was tried at Exon, at the Lammas Aſſiaes 17 ith Mary Banter, © = 
882 1 . Son Terringren 2 but ſhe wantaquitted, and Max,, 
larter convicted: She was tried by the Name of Margaret Dawſon, but now the goers | 

by her own Name, Mary Brown, | 3 . 2 2 
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we were all Highwaymen, The Mayor ordered/him not to let me 
have any Thing, until he had ſent to ſearch the B=— D=—qg, 
and bring us before him; but we did not ſtay for his Coming, for 
I made the beſt of my Way for Holy Head, through Wales, and 


directly went for Dublin, where I took a Houſe in Porter's RH. | 


the lower End of Aſton's Kay; I gave thirteen Pounds a Year, and 
had good Cuſtom, and drew five Barrels of Ale one Week with 
another, and hved in good Credit, till a very unhappy Affair hap- 


— in London, and ſo it proved to me. General Sinclair had his 
Pocket pick'd of his Gold Watch at Leicęſſer Houſe, by William 


Harper and Thomas Ton, and they were both taken and com- 


mitted to the Gatehouſe, Meſtminſter; and that Day Harper was 
reſcued by a Gang of about twenty-four 7riſhmen, in the Middle 
of the Day, and they wounded one of the Keepers, but Thin did 
not eſcape. A Proclamation was ifſued out with a great Reward 


for taking them, when moſt of them flew to Ireland, to my great 


Grief. One Day, as T was ſtanding at my Door, I was ſeen by one 
ames Field, one of the Gang, who knew me very well ; he came 


in and called for Liquor very plentifully, and the next Day be 


brought with him the Gang to my Houſe ; I deſired them not to 
come to my Houſe, for I would not harbour them, for if I did I 
ſhould loſe all my Cuftom, for I told them 1 could live without 
them in Credit, and without Fear ; 'but they would not be denied, 
and my Houſe was always full of Thief Catchers and Conſtables, 
which cauſed me to loſe my Cuſtom. Not long after, moſt of the 
Gang were taken, by one who followed them from Lenden, to- 
which Place they were ſoon tranſmitted ; but it ruin'd me,*for I 
was forced to go away by Night, and left my Cellar full of Ale for 
my Brewer to take. I went to Cz and ſtaid there about three 
Weeks, but could not take a Houſe to my Liking, ſo embarked 
for Waterford with all my Houſhold Goods, and ſtaid there about 
fixteen Weeks. I found I could not live there, for Trade was dead 
and I but a Stranger, My Brewer ſent for me to Dublin, which 
Place I went to again, and in a ſhort Time took a Houſe at the 
Shades of Clontarf, about two Miles from Dublin, cloſe to the Sea- 
ſide, and bought a Smack or Sloop for Fiſhing, and Hoylightening' 
Ships, which 1 followed very hard, and ſold Liquors at Home :, By 


theſe Means I cleared three Pounds a Weck, lived in good Credit,, 


and got the Good will of every Body. I hardly ever mifled:a/ 


Tid+« but was at Sea, and found the Pleaſure and Benefit between | 


1.,got Money, and that got honeſtly ; for the ill-got I always waſt 
d. 4nd my Spirits were never at Reſt Night nor Day; but when L 
by my Labour, I eat, drank, and fi:pt at Eaſe, and was not 
did of any Body. r Ly 


” #4 > 4 
i 


* 
R i Þ 
4 48 FX; , * 
\ e . | 
283 f 2 1 . 57 he 
— "» 7 
, 1 »  þ s „ #; * 1» 
o * j 
* * 


"03-3 25 
The latter End of the Year 1751, Thomas Tobin and his Wife 
(two of the moſt noted Pickpockets in England) came to Dublin, 
and found out where I lived, and came to my Houſe ; I begg'd of 
them never to bring any Perſon with them, which they promiſed 
me they would- not, but in a ſhort Time half the Thieves and 


Thief Catchers in Ireland reſorted to my Houſe, and laid a Scheme 


for my Ruin, and ſo it proved. Gentlemen often eame from Dubs 
lin, and payed me for going inggwhe Channel with thema plovering 
70] Gard of Ships in the Bay; but once among 


and fiſhing, and SUE 

the reſt, ſome of theſe Chaps came to hire my Smack, to go into 
the Bay, which I let them have to my Sorrew, for before they came 
from Dublin they told the Cuſtom-houfe Boat what their Intent 
was to do, that they might come and ſeize my Smack. When we 
were out in the Bay, trying for ſome Fiſh, the Cuſtom-houſe Boat 
came and boarded me, and faid they were fure 1 had' prohibited 
Goods, for I had Smugglers on board. I bid them ſearch and wel- 
come, which they did to my Sorrow, for they found fix Pounds of 
Tea, and twelve Yards of Callico and Muſlin, which was ſecreted 
in my Cabin by one of the Villains that came on board to go a 
pleaſuring. "The Officers ſeized the Goods, and my Boat was con- 
demned. I cannot deny but afterwards | met one of the Perſons, 
and beat him very much; but I had no Reſt in Ireland afterwards, 
for I was always troubled with Actions, tho* very falſe ones, which 
obliged me to come to England again, in November 175. 
The latter End of November, 1751, Ibeing at Bath at 
R ts's, he came to me one Night, and to Richard Branning, 
and told us both in about a Fortnight's Time he could help us to 
about five or ſix hundred Pounds if we were both willing, I ſaid, 
How, John? He anſwered, on the Scamp, and the Cull does not 
come above ſeven Straches off; that is, an the Highway, and the 
Man does not come above ſeven Miles off, I ſaid, how do you know, 
John? He told me the Gentleman came every ſetting Day from 
Trewbridge to Bath, to change Bills for Money, for he is a Gentle- 
man Clothier, and his Money is to pay his Men; he has never miſſed 
2 ſetting Day for Years, and J have threaten'd him ſeveral Times 
before now, but could never get any of the Family to do it; Z#:tle 
Dick would have done it laſt Year, bnt his Partner, when the Day 
came, got drunk, znd ſo it paſſed off; but now is your Time to 
make us all, for it is a great deal of Blunt, and ,worth venturing 
your ark for; that is, it is great deal of Money, worth ventu- 
ring your Necks for. I then told him I had no Piſtols ; and he ſaid 
you mult go to T—r's at , and ſend him to Oxford to 
buy them, and keep your Horſes there until two Days before the 
Time, The ſitting Day is Tu, ſday the tenth of December. Accor " 


- 


ingly we agreed, and fet out for F— 


= to T——7"$s, and I ſent 
him 


8 oF i 82 
him to Oxford, to buy me a Brace of Piſtols and a Hanger, which 
he bought, and we ſtayed there till the 8th of December, and told 
TJ——r what we was | wy, wt and that he muſt ſee up all 
Tueſday Night, and have two Horſes ready to carry us ſixty Miles 
further, and we told him we would be there on V edneſday Morning 
by four o Clock. It was all agreed, and we ſet out for G's at 
Cb Pr, but we did not truſt him ſwith our Deſign. 1 
went to Rw——5's on the Ninth, to agree what Time we ſhould 
come on the 'Tenth, and for him to ſhow us the Way over the Wa- 
er at Claren Down Mills, which he did. We agreed to give him 
fous-ſcore. Pounds out of our Booty. R — f faid that he 
would be the laſt Man that would pay his Exciſe in at the Ber, and 
then ſaid. he, I ſhall be able to give you an Account what Money 
the Gentleman receives, and where he puts it, and if you come in- 
to the Inn I will ſhew him and his Man to you; that you may not 
be miſtaken when they come on the Down. Accordingly I did 
as he ſaid, and about four o'Clock :, met me and told me 
that the Gentleman bad changed his Bills, and ad received up- 
wards of five hundred Pounds, and he then ſhewed me the Gentle- 
man and his Servant. My Horſe was leſt at Mount Pleaſant, and 
I did not ſhow myſelf there ; but juſt as the Gentleman was going 
be was perſuaded not to go that Night, for it was juſt dark, and a 
Robbery was committed but on Saturday before at Stocks Bridge, 
in his Road home on a Farmer, and he was uſed very ill after being 
robb'd by ſome Footpads, which made the Gentleman ſtay in Bath 
till the Morning. If he had went home that Night he would have 
loft all if it had been a thouſand Pound, for we had made a Place.in 
the Wood, juſt before he came to the Flower de- luce, to take him 
and his Servant into and tie them, but Fortune was not on R ts's 
Side that Time. We both went to = that Night accord- 
ing to our Promiſe, and found the Horſes ready and our Landlord up, 
but he was diſappointed I adviſe all People that have got a 
Charge of Money or Bills not to travel after Sun-ſet. _ 
. In March 1752, J. John Brown alias Dawſon, Jobn Al- 
len, alias Robert Jones, alias Robert Graham, and Thomas 
Tobin, went a Journey into the North Part of England, and 
coming through Hallifax, in Yorkſhire, we overtook a Miniſter, 
and we rode with him till we came to the firſt Inn, where we de- 
frauded him of twenty-two Pounds. at Pricking in the Belt ; he- 
faid it was as much as his Gown was worth to have it known, and 
accompanied the Loſs of his Money with an Ejaculation. Alas ! 
what bave I been at? to which I anſwer'd, the Sailor has done by 
ou Sir, as you would have done byhim, ſo I wiſh you good 
| Þ 1 — We came that Night to 1 in Cheſhire, and lay at 


in that Town that Night. next Morning Tobin left 
mY | 
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dur Company, and went for 1F2/zhefter on the Pig: We flzyel 
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on purpoſe to rob a Pack Horſe, accordingly we all went to one 
23 6K — s, an old Acquaimance of my Accomplices, 
not of mine. We calf'd for Liquor plentifully, and aft'd him 


when the Mancheſler Carrier came by, He faid, To- night, and 


they travel beft Patt of the Night 3 but if you ftay till they come 
by, 1 wilt ſhew you the beſt Pack, but you have no Sacks ; and 
turning to Brown ſaid, you had three the laſt Pack you got. W 


ſaid, * — you muft let us have three of yours, and we wi 


pay. you for them: Accordingly. he gave us three old Sacks, and 
we promis'd him Half a Guinea for his Trouble; at Night the 
Horſe came by, and he ſhew'd us all, one particular Pack, and 
faid that's your Mark, and your beſt Place is beyond the Village, to 
take him into one of the Fields, and he will not be miſs'd for au 
Hour or two after, ſo that you may get far enough by che 
Morning. And accordingly we went after and ſtole one of the 
Horſes, but not the right, for he was the hindermoſt next to che 
Man: The Horſe, as ſoon as the others paſt began to wicker, 
fo that we were obliged to gag him. We got upwards of one 
thouſand Yards of Callimanco, unſcower'd, and rode about thirty 
Miles that Night before we baited, when we reach'd within foyr 
Miles of Whitchurch in Shropſhire, and lay at a Haß Houſe, 
The next Day we arrived at the Rock Tavern, near &— 


.ÞB e in Stafferd/bire, kept by one E-— and M—— 
2, the greateſt Place of Rendezvous in England for Thieves, 


and that Night put our Goods into a Grave in their Barn, where 
they lay three Days, we then fetch'd them up to the Houſe, and 
cut all the Marks off both Ends of the Pieces. We fold 
Boo 4 and 7 s, three or four Pieces for three 
Pence per Yard, we gave them one Piece for their Trouble; and 
divided the Reſt into three Parts. I ſent mine to Bath to 
R———t's, where it lay for ſome Time, till he got mea Dyer to 


dye it: and the Remainder was left at the Rock Tavern with out 


Landlord ard Landlady, who never paid any Thing for ieto this 
Day. Some Time after, I fold twenty eight Yards of mine to Au- 
ry Brown, alias Dawſon, after it was dyed ; but when the tad 
made it up, ſhe told me ſhe would not pay me for it, for I had bee 
ter Luck than her Huſband and Allen had with theirs ; they afl 


well knowing the Callimanco to be ftole, and from hence; and, 


if we or any Body elſe was to carry the King's Crown to the Rock. 


Tavern, they would to my Knowledge, ſecrete it. 


Soon after, I and Thomas Tobin went to Grantham, in Linrelu- 
ſhire, aod met with one Halter Caubone; and there we defrauded. 
an old Farmer of fifteen Guineas, at the old Nobb, call'd Pricking 
' Ws + n eren e. | : N 
| 3 3 | * . : c "ag in 
A Cant Ward ſor Cheating, 1 A Houſe that harbours Thieves. 
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in the Belt. From thence, Tobin and I went to Nottingham, Wherg ³ 
we met, with ſeveral of our Accomplices ; but Luck W N 
that Day, Tobin, Hurſt, and I went on the Sneak, and ſtole a filyer 
Lankard without a Lid, from, the Black. Moor's Head, and paying 
urſt for his Part, we went for the, Rock Tavern again ; but 
oney 8 ſhort there, we carried it to B.- groue, in Worceſ 
- tenſbire, to . L—— ll, a Shbpkeeper there, and Tobin ſold it 
to him; but I cannot ſay he knew it to be ſtole, for I was not pre- 
ſent, but I have ſeen G—e L———/ buy ſtolen Goods of ſeve · 


ral Perſons, he Well knowing the ſame to be ſtolen. 
Tobin and I went directly for York, and on our Journey into York- 
Hire, we dined at an Inn, and there ſtole a large ſilver Spoon; but 
where the Houſe is I cannot recollet. We arrived at York, and 
went to ſee an old Friend and his pretended Wife, and the next 
Day ent to a Fair, and. defrauded a young Gentleman of ſeven 
Pounds, at the Belt; and came back the next Day to York, being 
the Day before the Judges came into Town. The next Day To- 
bin and I.went on the Sneak to the Black Swan Inn in Coney Street 
York, and ſtole from thence a Silver Tankard, and a large Sugar 
Caſter. and carried them to Chriſtopher Fet——ane, and his pretend- 
ed Wife Sarah Ca—n, to keep them for us till we went out of 
Town, and told them from whence they came. The ſame Day 
I, Tobin, Fet--—one, and Sarah Ca—n, went to to the ſame Houſe 
on purpoſe to ſteal ſome more Plate, but the People had lock'd the 
Reſt up, to our Difappointment. The next Day Tobin and I went 
> 46s Ani which Sarab Ca 1 brought us; and we gave her 
a large Silver Spoon for, her Trouble, which we had ſtole, but 
where I cannot recolle, Then we went directly to London, 
where I ſold the Tankard and Cafter to a Silver Smith near Smith- 
| field Bars, in St. John · Street, but he did not aſk me any Queſtions 
how I came by them. "y 


Il went juſt after to J- N 15˙⁸ at Bath, to meet he reft 

of my Accomplices at our old Houſe, . Where I was ſure 10 hear 

News, and a Welcome into Bath, The latter End of April there was 
twelve of us together, all Gamblers and Pickpockets, to our Lands 

lord's Knowledge. We all went into the Weſt fox Sgmpfard. Perm 
weral, and made three Setts ; two Setts got ten Pounds a Piece, from - | 
two Farmers that had juſt ſold their Cattle, at the unlawiul - | 
Same of Pricking in the Belt. The Farmer that I was cuncerned -* F* 
with, ſwooned away 'tor the Loſs of his Money ; we made a Pe- 
tence to fetch ſome Water to bring him to himſelf, but went clear.” ' F 
1 off, not regarding whether he lived or died. Two Setts went to 

* ſt Great Torrington ; and one Sett, juſt ay they had got into the Fair 
picked up a Flat, and got twenty Pounds of him, | which 16 = 
1 plarmed the Town, that the reſt came away for Exon : 80 Aff dH. 
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5 e hut Jeb, Braun, and I, and we defrauded a Man in Ep of 
r ito, Crete ne , ber 
g ag guf, heramplicey erp 
J of, Town, but promiſed, to come 
A ; we did z, But jult hetore we came into Lo 
it drgers, was taken, vp ve, ——C- e 
2 Horſes were t e; 80 we called, and the Horſes were dejivered to 
bs pe to take them away for Fear they ſhould be ſtopt ; for they 
; wer, \ both, ſtole, one by Milliam (s, and the other by Tilliam 
. u, both then in Cuſtody at Creioterne, for defrauding a Man 
it Ghard 0 fiy | ounds-; bo one of them ſt. le a Great Coat at 
d 8 ard, 255 they Were both caſt for Tranſportation at Bridgewater 
1 ame. 8 | * r 
K Apna I took 'the two Horſes to Bath, to John R „ 
8 and tolc bim what had happened, and that he muſt fel] the Gelding, | 
4 5nd Mare; We told him where they were ſtole from, and he ſaid it 
" as far enough off, and aſked us what we would have for the 
r Gilling ; We told him four Pounds, z he ſaid that if we would take 
|- 3 Thicty-fix Shilling Piece, he would run all Hazards; fo ue 
f agread for him : And he told us if any Body aſked what he coſt, we 
4 muſt ſay four Pounds, for he would fell him to a Farmer that he 
4 | bought his Straw of, that never went five Miles from home. 
"x | Tick Brown at R 5's with the grey Mare, whilſt I, Villiam 
It Elger, and. Jebn Allen, alias Robert Tones, alias Robert Gra bam, 
Went, to the Rock Tavern, to fce His Wife and Child, that was at 
at Nurſe there from thenee we went into the North of England, 
, to Fairs, Horſy Races, and Cock Matches, on the Sharping Lay, and 
5 Von between thirty and forty Pounds at Cards, alias Broads, From 


ence We went to Newgaſtle upon Tine, where we got about three 
ouncs from a Butter Man at the Belt, or Nb. | From thence 
e. Feat into the South again; and we picked up in our 
A 


. | 


* 
ay, Money enough to bear our Expences to Bath for the Benefit 
We 
"Ia 


on at Bath about ix Weeks, and paſſed for Smugglers J We 
ſed to give even Shillings a Pound for Tea, and ſell it again 
ur Se and Six -penge, on purpole to make People believe we 


Waters, to the great Joy of our, Landlord, We ſtayed off 
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to 1752, + 2 „ 70 | 
ar len, alias Robert Jones, alias Robert Graham, aud 
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Rites ia the Afternobm; ame went on the Tarn to the B Uthe 
and others to laying Wagers on the Courle : A flattiſn Gehitlems 
laying ſeven Pounds With one of us, they both aſking who Thould 
hold Stakes, one of us fitting on Horſeback juſt by on 2 
ſays, put it in that Man's Hand, pointing to one of; us that Wag We 
dreſſed ; the Money being ſo delivered, the Man winning, de hit 
held the Stakes rides off the Courſe. Aſter the Races we all meet” 
Blandford. and agreed to go on the Sneak for any Thing we edu 
get In the Duſk of the Evening, we went to the Crown Ing, and 
ule, out of the fore Parlour, a large Portmanteau Trunk, — 
Tied it into the Fields to ſkin it, that is, to fearch it, when we foun 
in it the following Things,. viz. Eighteen Guineas, a Jacobus, 
and ſeveral other Pieces of Gold and Silver Coin, a Gold Repeat- 
ing Watch, with all the Trinkets thereunto belonging, a Pair of 
Geld Shoe Buckles, a Gold Coral and Bells, a Gold Girdle Buckle, 
and Necklaces ſet in with green Stones, a great Quantity of Jewels, 
a fly White Petticoat, a great Quantity of voung Girls wearing Ap- 
parel, and one pair of Sheets. Thomas Walter and I carried, the 
Gold Watch and Jewels to Landon, and Walker fold them to a Per- 
fon unknown to me, becauſe I was not with him; but he laid, he 
told the Man he fold them to, that he got them 'at Sea, in a Prize: 
He brought me Twenty - ſeven Pounds for the Watch and Jewels, 


We then came back to Popham Lane, to the Sign of the Wheat- 


ſheaf, where our Accomplices were waiting for us; we there divided 
the Money equally between us, and came to Bath, where I ſold the 
Pair of Sheets io J—n R ts for two Shillings, and the fly 
Petticoat worked with a Needle for a Guinea, tho' it was worth 
four : he ſecreted the reft for me in a Cloſet, Juſt after I ſold a 


red Silk quilted Petticoat to 2/—y G-a, for her Daughter, for 


Halt a Guinea: At the ſame Time ſhe begged a laced Cap, with 
Wire about the Border; add I told her ſhe muſt not let her 
Daughter wear it, for it was ſtols ſrom a- Pormanteau at Blatzdfor, 


and that it was advertiſed at the ſame Time in Bath: She ſaid I, 


need not fear, for it ſhould be altered, ſhe well knowing the ſame 
to he ſtolen and from whence. | „ „ 

I fold the Belk, Seal, Saoe Buckles, and Girdle Buckles, all of 
Gold, io J- Ed, a Silverſmith in Bath; and he melted 
them down beſcre my Face, into an Ingot of Gold, not quite an 
Ounce. I told him from whence they came, and he ſaid he did 
not care if they came from the Ruffen, (that is the Devil) I wiſh we 
had as much as you and [could put out of Twig, or break in ſunder. 
We went out of Bath, to Corſbam Fair, about eleven Miles from 
Bath; that is, I. Miſliam Elger, Jebn Brown, alias Dawſon, John 
Allen, alias Rolert Fonts, alias Robert Graham, and we ftdle a ſilver 
Taakard from an Inn in Corſham : 1 brought it directly to pag 
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Fat Bath, who not being at Home, I told his Wife we had 
ſtole u Slo er Tankurd from Or ſbam. and wanted to melt it dd; 
then went up Stairs 'withiher, and ſhe fuſten'd a Pair of Bheers in 


tos Vice, and began to tut it in Pieces ; when her Huſtand eame 


in, and told usb he Had heard of the Tankard, and whete it came 


from but he would! ſo put it out of Twig ; and ſaid) Betty) go 


and make a Fire in the Shop, and bring a latge Crucible: which 
ſhe did, and they melted it down before my Face; and the ſaid, 
Mr. Poutter, at any Time, if you have Gold or Silver, I will melt 


| it dowh for you if my Huſband is not at Home; but you muſt not 


take any Notice to my Brother of what paſſes between my Huſband 
and you: At the ſame Time ſhe aſk'd me for a Shilling for her 
Trouble, which I gave her. They both knew the ſame to be ſtolen, 


and from whence. | De bt, 
: Brown, Elger, and Allen, bouglit a Horſe at the Turnpike near 


Corum, of a Farmer, for {ix Pounds: but gave their Nate for it ; 


and 87. G—# ſaid he knew Hroton very well to be the fame 
Perſon he repreſented himſelf to be, though he knew at the ſame 
Time'they-were-defraiiding the poor Farmer. 
October the 26th, 1752, I, with John Brown, alias Dawſon, 
William Alger, John Allen, alias Robert Jener, alias Robert Gra- 
ham, went from Bath in order to rob a Pack-Horſe : We made the 


| beſt of our Way to — 1 T--—'s, at Farrington, in Berk- 


Hire, and aſter Supper we called plentifully for White Wine Negus; 
then we aſk'd . - T—--.r when Charley, the Coventry Car- 
Tier, came to Morton in the Marſh : He anfwered, on Monday or 
Tueſday; and now is your Tire, for he takes up all the Ribbons 
that ate left at Stow Fair, and carries them to Þriftel this Journey, 
To which we replied, How ſhall we know the right Pack? = 
72 ſaid; you muſt obſerve the Pack that has Boxes in it, that 
is the right, and is either full of Ribbons, or Things of Value z; 


and, if you ſucceed, bring them to me, and I will buy them all ot 


you. We then told him we had no Sacks, and he ordered his 
Oſtler to go and buy three new Sacks, for which 1 paid ſix Shil- 
lings before his Face. The next Morning he wiſh'd us good Luck, 
and we ſet out for Morton in the Marth, where we got that Night, 
and put up at #— m N —— 's. He was glad to ſee my 
Accomplices, but did not know me; after Supper we aſł d him when 


Charley came to Morton in the Marth : tte anſwered, I cannot tell, 


but I will go to his Brother and enquire. When he came back, 


he told us V'o-morrow Morning; but it will be late before he g ts 
to Park corner, becauſe be takes up Ribbons at Stoto, that were left 


at the Fair. We dul not ſtir out all the Time we were there; 
for, he ſaid, if we were ſeen, it would be known who did- it\ for 


be well knew our Intent was to take one of Charlig's Packs, z and 
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be aſſurod vs, that at any Time. he would, gland (wear-for-us, (as 
be did ſor Robert Janes und others at H{arwich,)./if;, Occaſion, te- 
quired. We: ſet out the next Day for; Bark-eorner, which Place 
we reached juſt as Charley came there; Breu then rode before us 
to detain Gunley at a Pullick-Houſe, under: Fretence of carrying 
a Letter for him, which he wrote and gave him: In the mean 
Time we went forward; and try'd-the Packs as 7 — had di- 
reed us ; and I catch'd the Horſe by the Neck, but he was ſo ſby 
and ſtartiſh, that he throw'd me and Allen into a Ditch, and got 
away from us, ſo that we could not catch him any more. We then 
took the next, and led him down into a Park about a Mile from the 
Place, where we could not. get out: But it was remarkable, 
William Elger rode a Gelding that he gave eighteen Guineas for, 
and in conveying along the Pack Horſe, rode into a great-Hole, 
and bis Gelding and he tumbled. over, when the Pack Horſe ran 
back almoſt to Par k-corner.. before. we could catch him. We tied 
the Horſe to a Buſh, and gag'd, him, whilſt we put the Goods up 
in our Sacks, and left them in that Place till we rode almoſt to 
Park-corner before we could get out, and there we ſaw Brown and 
Charley going together. Charley aſked us whether we had ſeen h 
Horſes, and now many tbete were: We ſaid x4 but:they wert 
a Mile before him, and then bid him a good Night. We rode 
round the Park Wall, juſt againſt the Place where we left our 
. Goods, and the Horſe whicker' d: I was ſorced to ſtand on the 
Horſe's Back to get over the Wall, to throw over the Goods. We 
then loaded our Horſes, and made the beſt of our Way to Chapel 
Plaſter, at which Place we art ived about Five o' Clock in the Morne 
ing, and calling up $--——-2 G——, we ſtayed; there that Day. 
Iaſk'd 5 G——4 to get me a Horſe, and ſomething to carry 
my Goods in 3 which he did, for he lent us his on Hot ſe that he 
bought of us ſoine Time before at Veybill Fairs and a Pait ef 
Butcher's Pots, in which we packed up all our Goods except one 
Piece of Camblet, and twelve Pair of Scarlet. Stockings, which 
Brown, Allen, and I, kept for our Women. We divided the Piece 
(I think it was thirty-nine Yards) into three Parts, and the Stock- 
ings into the ſame. I gave my Part to M—y G-, to keep for me, 
and ſo did they, till I came again. The next Morning we ſet out 
for Harrington, where we arrived late at Night, it being fifty Miles 
from Chapel Plaſler. We ſent Allen before to beſpeak Supper for 
us, and to open the back Gate, and to put the Oſtler out of the 
Way until we had unloaded our Goods; which was done. Aſter 
Bupper we drank plentifully of Punch and White Wine Negus; 
and the next Morning we ſold V m T--——— all: the Caps 


and Stockings : He got us a Box, to pack up the Pieces of Stuff io, 
und we put it into bis Warehouſe, with Directions to be be left at 
EDA: I. m 
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7 at Forrington, in Ber iſtire, till called for. - 
The nent Morning we ſet out for a Fair at Newbury in Berthire, 

whare we de frauded a. young Man of his Watch, Horſe, and four 
Guineas in Money, at the Old Nobb, or pricking in the Belt, We 
then went back to T--———r's ; and When we came there, he 
fhow'd us A Letter he had received fro Mr. Grovenor, of Briſtol, 
for 7 t to make all the Enquiry he could after ſuch Goods, 


among all the Shopkeepers about that Country, for he had loft a 


Pack: At the ſame Time 7———-7 had bought all the Caps and 
Stockings of us, and had all the Pieces of Stuff in his Watehouſe, 
and that to bis Knowledge. His Wife H——h came to me, and 
deſired me to aſ her Huſband to buy all the Stuff, for he could 
diſpoſe of it all but he refuſed, becauſe it was advertiſed. 5 
71 —r ſaid ſhe would buy one Piece of Stuff for her own Uſe, 
unknown to her Huſband : Then ſhe and I went up Stairs, and 
ſhe pick'd out a very large Piece of brown ſtrong Stuff from all the 


reſt, and gave me eighteen Shillings for the fame, they both know- 


ing the ſame to be ſtolen, and ſrom whence. If there was not 
ſuch People as theſe, to encourage Thieves, and receive their Goods, 
there would be no Thieves. We ſet out the next Morning for Sa- 
lifbury, with the Goods that were left, thinking to ſell them to 


2 H—— but he was not at Home: S0 I carried them to 


Stockbridge, to another Fence of our's, that is, a Receiver of ſtolen 
Goods, one R L-——, a Publican, that always bought the 
Watches of us we got at pricking in the Belt, or any other De- 


fraud: I fold him fix. Pieces and a half, which he pick'd out from 


all the reſt, and he gave me eighteen. Shillings a Piece for them but 
he would have the half Piece into the Bargain. He aſk'd me where 
the ſaid Stuff was ſtole from; and I told him: He ſaid he would 
ſell ſome to one, and ſome to another, in the Country z but we cut 
off all the Marks of both Ends of the Pieces, for Fear of a Diſco- 
very. He alſo lent me a Box to pack up five Pieces and a half 
that was left, to ſend up to Lean to Milliam Elger, who was gone 
to Town to ſee bis Friends, directed thus, For Mr. William Eger, 
to be left at the Swan, on Holbourn- Bridge, London, till called for; 
which the ſaid L—— did ſend away, he well. knowing the ſame to 
be ſtolen, and from whence ; he knowing us all to be Sharpers and 
Thieves, and that we had no other Way of Living but by defraud- 
ing and robbing. We went back to G—49's, and I fold the Piece 
of Stuff and four Pair of Scarlet Stockings to MH—y G—a Mary 
Brown, alias Dawſon, had another Piece, and four Pair of Stack- 
ihgs : I bought the four Pair of Stockings of Mary Brown again. 


Frances Allen had the other Part. | 


, 


; | The Beginning of Nevenber, to the beſt of my Remembrance, I 
and Miſliam Elger, John Brown and Jebn Allen, came from: I. 
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ton towards Bath, on Purpoſe to break open a Houſe in Wader 
Paſſage, which we looked at ſeveral Times before- We ſtole in 
our Way from Wilton, a large Iron Crow from a Sheepfold en 
Saliſbury Plain, on Purpoſe to wrench open the Door of the ſald 
Shop: We left our Hotſes 'at Mount Plenſant, ( vhile we went a 
milling that Swagg, that is, a breaking open chat Shop:“ We 
wrenched open the Pad Lock, but could not openube Door, akhe“ 
we made a great Purchaſe 78 the Iron Crow; we made ſeveral 
Attempts, and in the mean Time the Scout came by, that Isg the 
Watch ; but Proton took him öff, while we' were at Work, which 
is eaſily done for a Quart of Drink: Brown knew the Watehman, 
but I can't ſay thE Watchman knew him” Hana xhe Doors of 
Shops and Honſes ſhut as cloſe as that did, it wollld prevent a great 
many Robberies in Cities and Towns; for no Dboors ought to have 


Any Play, if they have they are eaſily broke ohen! We tried two 


Shops in the Church yard, at their Windows{' the one A Toy 8hopy 
and the other a Watchmaker's, but were diſappointed by a drunken 
Man's coming into the Church-yard, and ' fitting himſelf down:? 
We tad got a Spring Saw to cut the Bolts afunder, that Pay 
made for -Brown ; the ron Crow 1 threw over the Bridge on tha 
Left Hand Side.“ Sx ade : \ AT an i nn 
The latter End of November, all of us being at Bath, we agreed 
to go to Priftol, to get fomething towards our Expences; where 
es Allen pick'd up' a” Conntryman near the Mount, that is, the 
ridge, and brought him into the H-— RA, near the Back, which 


. 


- Houſe we had made Flaſh before- hand; the Country man had but 


little Money, which the Sailor knew, and therefore laid him Half 
Guinea that he could not borrow ten Pounds in half an Hour; thena 
Allen and he went into the Fiſh Market, and he borrowed the Mo- 


ney of a Shopkeeper, and brought it to the ſaid .- R to us, 


and received the Wager; but we defrauded him of all the Money 
in about ten Minutes, at the Old Nobb, or Belt. A Countryman 
came juſt afterwards to the Houſe to enquire for us, but the Land- 


lady huſh'd the Man, and ſaid ſhe Snew nothing of him nor us. 


The Countryman went Home, and told in his Neighbourhood that 
he was robbed by three Fellows on the Road. I have ſeen him ſe- 
veral Times ſince at Bath Market, and have ſpoke to him, and he 
told me the ſame ; I contradicted him, and faid, T believed he loſt 
it at Gaming: He did not ſee my Face at Briſtol when he loſt his 
Money, ſo he did not know me at Fath. The Man keeps Bath 


Market, and ſtands at the upper End of the Market-Houſe, ſelling 


's Haſlets, and wears his own Hair. vat 
Juſt after, about the 28th Day of November, we were all at Path, 
when Brown took the Opportunity at Night to go on the Sneak by 
hiunſclf, td one Mr. Barilet's, on the North Parade; he went into a 
| ar 3 . Parlour, 
® This was ſound lately in the River. | 
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Parlour, where he ſaw a Candle lighted, and ſtole from thence- a 
Pörtmanteau Trunk: The Key was in it, and a Bundle on it, he 


tobk öff the Bundle, and unlocked the Trunk, and ſeeing it was full 
of rich Cloaths, he locked it again, but took out the Key; and 
in the mean Time a Servant came and looked into the Room, 
and Brown hid himſelf behind the Door, and when the Servant was 
gone; he took up the Trunk ant went into King's Mead Fields, and 
ft it there while he came and told us what he had done: I was 
in Bed, and ſo was Allen, but Elger and he went and ſkin'd the 
Trunk, and put the Fhinęs into a Sack, and Zlger ſent his Horfe to 
S, G:--a's that Morning. The Horſe was taken out of 
Ness Stable unknown to him or his Oſtler until Morning, 
when Rte knew it, but the Oſtler did not. In the Morn- 
ing Elger and Mary Br own went on Foot to Chapel Plaſter, to 
Wok over the Things, and I and Allin went that Night to them: 
The next Morning we all ſet out for the Devizes, to one F——x 
's; Euer and Alien did not lie at the ſaid Rouſe, but Brown 
and I did. 1 went and bought a Deal Box, into which we put our 
Phines, and nailed it up, and left it under a Bed in a Room, and 
told F———1 A——, the Landlord, to take Care of it. He ſaid, 
if it was Diamonds you know it is ſafe in my Houſe. Some Time 
after we ſaw our Landlord, and Brown aſk'd him if the Things 
were ſafe ; he ſaid yes, I have one of the Advertiſements at my 
Houſe, but do not mind that, for nobody will ſuſpe&t my Houſe ; 
he well knowing we lived by nothing but Robbing and Defrauding 
the Country. | | | 
We Xwent from thence to Saliſbury, to ſee a Crop Horſe run over 
that Courſe, belonging to Thomas Brooks of Coleharbour, he was 
ſeventeen; Years of Age, and ran nineteen Miles within an Hour: 
We could take nobody in at Saliſbury at any Trick, ſo we went 
that Night to Wilton, to conſult what to do. Brooks lay with us 
that Night, and the next Day we agreed to go and ſteal fome 


Horſes, and take them into the North, and bring others. back into 


the South; we went that Evetiing, about all the Grounds within 
thtee Miles of Saliſbury, and could ſce none worth taking, but. a 
Colt worth about fourteen Pounds, and bim we could not catch. 
We went towards Saliſbury, and juſt by a Mill in the Marſhes, we 
caught two -Galloways, both with cut Manes, but we thought 
them not worth taking; we therefore went that Night to Saliſbu- 
ry, and the next Day to Farringdon, in Rerks, we made it Night 
before we got to Marlborough, where we ſtole a black Mare out of 
4 Ground juſt by, in the Road to Farringdon, which we reached 
that Night; we lay at F——m T——-r's that Night and the next 
Day, and at Night we went into a Field of Mr. L:c4's, at the 


Crown Inn, and ſtole from chence a Bay Gelding, and -I rode all 
42 * | 
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that Night with. the Mare and Wing: towards Mig ham ferria, for 
there was a Fair there the next Jay; but Hretun, Alger, and A{len 
ſtaid there that Night to preyent our being diſcovered + They met 
me at Higbamferrit, but we could not ſell our Horſen. T 
our Landlord, knew the black Mare, and of our ſtgaling the Geld- 
ing. We made the beſt of our Way into Vyriſbire, and we fold 
the Gelding to a Baker in Doncaſter, for four Pounds, but he did 
not know it was ſtolen. We then went ſor J/akefield Fairy but 
when we came there were diſappointed, for there was none. E 
ger's Horſe fell ſick at Newark on Trent, and he borrowed à Horſe 
of the Baker that bought the Bay Gelding; but when we were at 
5 Allen borrowed a Horſe to go to ort, and Eiger ſent 
his Horſe back to, Doncaſter, for we ſaw, in the London Kvening 
_ Poſt, the Bay Gelding advertiſed, and made the beſt of our Way to 
Bantry, but did not come near Doncaſter - We ſold the black Mare 
there to a Man of Rotherham, for one Pound one Shilling and Six- 
pence ; the broke out with the Greaſe, We went the next Day 
toa Fair in Lincolnſhire, and picked up a Man on the Dropping of a 
Shilling, and brought him into the Houſe, where Elger and Brown 
were ſet on Purpoſe. Elger paſſed for a Sailor, and Brown fora 
Dealer ; the Man had no Money, but Elger laid him a Guinea he 
could not borrow twenty Guineas in half an Hour; I went the 
Countryman's Halves, and went with him, arid at the firſt Place 
he borrowed Ten, and a thirty Pound Bank Notes and in returning 
he borrowed twelve more; we went back to the Sailor, and ſhow'd 
him the Money, on which he paid him the Guinea, and we went 
to play at Pricking in the- Belt, we made Stakes for twenty-two 
Guineas, and fain would have played for fifty, which the Country- 
man would not, but ſaid, if he won he would play again; but the 
| Sailor took Care not to let him, he pricked and loſt, and was moſt 
terribly frightened, but he would prick again for thirty; we were 
afraid he would make too big a Row when he loſt that, that is, 2 
t Noiſe, however we made Stakes for the fixty, which was the 
Note and our thirty; he pricked and loſt, and then ſtood as if he 
was Thunder-ſtruck, for ſome Time with his Back agaiuſt the 
Door: I ſeemed to be the ſame ; but at laſt got him out of the 
Room, under Pretence of borrowing ſome Money, while the Sailor 
and Brown went to our Horſes, which Allen had got ready, I gave 
the Countryman the Slip, and followed after them, not-letting any 
Graſs grow under our Feet for thirty Miles before we ſtopt, and 
that was at Bantry. at a Houſe of our own Sort, There was a great 
Search made all the Country ronnd for us, but we were at Home. 
The next Day we made our Way for the City of Cambridge, in 
order to mill ſome Ken, that is, to break open ſome Houſe ; but 
we had no Succeſs there, ſo we agreed to prig ſome Peads, 2 5 
1 f * 
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4 fiime: Horſes, and 4. away Wet: e 
_ Newniarhet, and Brown and Elger for Leighton Buzzard. 1 and 


All ſtole a black Gelding and a Bay Colt, near Brinkley in th 


Aland, and brought them to Hunger ford in Berks, and 8 


wem to I illiam B——ge, of the fame Place: He did not know 
'F that they were ſtolen, but thought that they were got on the Maſon, 
that is, ſor Paper. Brown and Elger ſtole a flat headed Bay Geld- 
ing from the Bell Inn in Leighton Buzzard, and brought him to 


f Bath, and kept him for his own riding, We fold the ſorrel Mare 
 thatwas ſtole from Malefeld, to our Landlord F——n R——f, 


at Bath ; he would not buy her till he knew where ſhe was ſtolen 


ug n, but he had no Luck wich her, for ſhe fell ſick and died in a 
Fortnight after. Here we divided all the Money we got this 
ourney. 
ö About the latter End of December, being all at Bath ee 
— R——ts, our Landlord, came to Brown, Elger, and Al- 
and aſx d for me; he told them he could help them to twenty 
Pounds; juſt after I came to his Houſe, when he told me the ſame: 


_'F-afk'd. him how it was to be got; and he replied, on the Scamp,, 
that is, on the Highway; 3 for, ſays he, there is a Man that puts up 


at my Houſe, that is going to receive twenty Pounds, but a great 
deal 57 it will be W Halfpence, and it is eaſy to be napt, that is, ta- 
ken. We then agreed that I ſhould go and rob the Man by myſelf, 
and they would be at a ſmall Diftance for Fear of Reſiſtance, 


Money was in, I ftanding by him at the fame Time; the Man 


got on a Collier's Horſe, with Coal Sacks on the Pack Saddle, I 


ſpoke to the Man'going up the Hill, and when I got on the Down, 
Fet him go on before, and then rode after, overtoak, and robbed 
him ; I had a Stick in my Hand, which R ts and my Ac- 


X helped the Man to tie the Sack behind him, that the | 


went his Way, and we followed him up to the Top of the Hill, 1 | 


* 


complices gave me, and a Linder Box inſtead of a Piſtol : I rode 


the Man's Horſe back again to the Foot of the Down, where my 


Accomplices were waiting for me, and we went directly to John 
's. The Money that I robbed the Man of, was one 


Guinea and ſome Silver, and thirty-nine Shillings in Halfpence, 


which we divided between us, and R————#5 had eight dhillings 


worth of the Halfpence. The Man came to R 's the 
next Morning, and ſaid that he was robb'd, and aſk'd what Time 
his Oſtler came home, for he ſuſpected kim : We told him he was. 
ata Friend's Houſe ail Night ; and we all laugh'd to hear the Man 
ſay the Perſon who robbed him put a Piitol to his Cheek, it being 
nothing but a Tinder Box. 

Abaut the 18ch of January, 17 53, J. Bra own, Eger, aa Allen, 


agreed to $9 to hriſtel on the Sharp, or the Sneak ; which we did © 
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but we could not get any Thi on the Skarp that Day : But at 
Night we went on the Sneak, firſt into Quern Sguare, and tried 


| ſeveral Houſes. At laſt Elger jump'd the Glaſs of a Gentlemat's y 
Keen ; that is, lifted up the Window of a Houſe at the lower End 


of the Square, and jump'd into the Parlour, and brought out Wi 


Hive Silver Tea Spoons and one Pair of Tea Tongs, with a 
Delft Server from a Tea Table. We then pull'd down the Win- 
dow, and went our Way: I think the Tea Spoons were marked 
with the Spread Eagle. We went directly over the Draw Bridge 
for College Green, and tried all the Doors and Windows there: 
At laſt we went into Orchard-Street, to one Mr. Smith's, a Watch-. 
maker, as I was fince informed. Brown got Entrance in at the 
Door, and went up Stairs into the Bed Chamber, whilſt the Family 
was below, and he ſtaid about twenty Minutes in the Houſe ; and 
in the mean while Mrs, Smith came to the Door, and £Elger aſk d 
her where ſuch a Gentleman lived; ſhe told him, and vent in and 
ſhut the Door after her-. We all reſolv'd, if Brown was grabb'd, 
that is, taken, to reſcue him; but he ſoon came out with his Arms 
full of Men's wearing Apparel, ſuch as follows, via. Three 
Coats, two Waiſtcoats, three Pair of Breeches, a gieat Quantity 
of Stockings and Neckcloths, and one Handkerchief. The - ſaid 
Things I carried to Frances Allen's Room that Night, for her to ſe- 
crete for. us, and. accordingly ſhe did; and I went next Day to 
Briſtol again, to meet my Accomplices : I left with Mrs. Allen a 
Pair of Silver Shoe Buckles of Mr. Smith's. We went at Night 
on our old Rigg; and went over the Draw-bridge towards. Col- 
ege Green; Brown went into a Peruke-maker's Houſe, and went 
up Stairs, and had got all the. Things in a Table Cloth that was in 
the Drawers, when he heard a Noiſe, of the Barber and another 
Man com ing home; who ſuſpecting us, (as having heard of Mr. 
Smith's Houſe belng broke open the Night before) followed us, 
and ſhut his Door: However, Bretun got out of a Garret Window, 
and over the Tops of ſeveral Houſes, and got behind a Stack of 
Chimnics for the Space of two Rours : He could not get into any 
Houſe, but was forced to go back again into the ſame Houſe,” and 
come ſoftly down Stairs along the Entry: A, Boy hearing ſome 
Body in the Entry, ran to him with a Knife in his Hand, and 
 rall'd him Rogue; upon which, Brown told the Miſtreſs of the 
Houſe, that as he was coming over the Draw Bridge, a Bailiff was 
in Purſuit of him, and that he ran into her Houſe for Shelter, and 
had been on the Stairs a Quarter of an Hour, which the weak Wo- 
man believing, bid him ftay for Fear the Bailiffs ſhould be about 
the Door ; but he did not care to ftay for Fear the Maſter ſhould 
rome home, and fo bad her good Night and went his Way, but 
we were at Bath five Hours before hum. | 
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Pound ſix dhillings, to Edward and Margaret L 


25 | ' Wesel . 0 « 19 | ) 7 1 Po. 8055 | 
90 t Day we divided t 
tween us four, except ſome Thread Stockings and the Handker- 
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he Stockings and Neck- Cloths be- 


chiefs; which Mary Frown and Frances Allen would have for them- 


ſelves: The two Women kept the reſt of the Things for us till 
Bee Fair. Our Landlord; K———5 had one of the Bills of the 


Robbery left at his Houſe ; and when we came, into his Houſe, he 
Tald, hy till you not let me have ſome of the Cloaths, to make my 


Sort ſome Cleaths ? You never let me have any Thing as you do other 


Landlords : I think I ought to have à Penny's worth as well as they, 


The 25th of January, 1753, we went to Briſtol Fair on the 
Sharp z but we had ho Luck that Day, fo at Night we went to 
milling of Swaggs, that is, - breaking of Shops, or Ware-houſes': 
Accordingly we went to the Bell. Inn, in Thoamas-ſtreet, and broke 
open the Ware-houſe, and with a dark Lanthorn they brought out 


of the ſaid Ware-houſe to me, two Pieces of broad Livery. Cloth, 


one brown and the other blue, directed jor Mr, Harford of Bath: 
I ſtaid in the Street till the other three went into a Houle in Temple- 
ſtreet, - juſt by the Back of the faid Inn; where EHer went up 
Stairs, and opened a Box that was not lecked, and brought out a 
Piece of brown Stuff, and Linen for a Gown, and gave ic to me; 
came to the Lamb- Inn at Lawford's-Gate with it, and took Horſe 
directly for Bath, and delivered the Goods to Frances Ailen to ſe- 
crete tor me, and I then went to Bed: About Two o' Clock in the 


Morning, Brown, Allen, and Elger came to Bath with a Pack of 


Handkerchiefs that they had ſtole from the London Warchouſe in 
Peter. ſireet; and they told me they had loſt a govd Booty for 
Want of the Lanthorn that I had in my Pocket. Elger went for- 
ward with the Pack of RHandkerchieſs to Chapel Plaſter ; and 
Brown and Allen call'd for the Cloth, Stuff, and Cloaths, that 
Mary Breton and Frances Allen had ſecreted for me; and they 

followed Elger to St n G—--'s, where G—— got a Box made 


on Purpoſe to nail up the ſaid Goods in. I went the next Morn- 


ing to them, and put the Things into the Box : We {taid there a 
Day or two, and at laſt we fold S- G upwards” of twenty 
Dozen of the ſaid Handkerchiefs, and four Yards of the blue Cloth, 
and to his Wife Mary the Piece of Stuff for a Gown, they both 
well knowing the ſame to be ſtolen, and from whence. © 

The next Day we all ſet out for the Rock Tavern in Stafford- 
ſhire, with our Goods; but it raining, we left &raton on the Road 
with them, and went forward to the ſaid Tavern, it being our old 


Place of Rendezvous; where we fold a Silk Camblet Coat, two 


Pair of Breeches, and a Silk Cream-coloured Waiſteoat, for one 
h.ip'd me to cut off the Gold Lace from an embroidered blue Pad- 


duſway Waiſtcoat, and ve burnt it before their Faces, and gave them 
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the Remainder of the Wai cont, and told them from. whence it 
Was ſtolen : We ſöld the Remainder of the Handkerchiefs, about 
nineteen Dozen, to Fohn ———; and the Mizarene blue Coat 
for one Pound, he being at Brifel the fame Time they were ſtolen, 
and ſaw them at G——'s Houſe ; but he would have nothing ts 
do with them there, until we carried them to, the Rock Tavern. 
= Brown came to us the next Day, and told us he had fold the 
Cloth for 4s. 6 d. per Yard, to Mr. Thomas B. at C 
HBirbour, in Gl-——+# Road; but I cannot take upon. me to ſweat 
i, becauſe I was not a Witneſs of it. * 3 | 1 
The R---# Tavern has been a Place of Rendezvous for theſe 
People for thirty Years paſt, tho' never detected till now; but all 
the Country knew it, and uſed to call thoſe who uſed it, Thieves 
and Highwaymen. The Landlotd and Landlady have appeared at 
their Trials ſeveral Times; but once eſpecially for Chri/topher 
F——flone at Northampton, for a Robbery on the Highway, and 
got him off by ſwearing him to be at their Houſe at the Time, _ 
When we came to Bath, I fold the Silver we took off the em- 
broidered Waiſtcoat to John F---d, which was not quite an Ounce. 
J told him it was taken off a Waiſteoat which was ſtole from Mr. 
Smith of Briflol ; but I never got above one Shilling of F——4 for 
my Silver to this Day. Brewn likewiſe ſold the Silver Spoons and 
Tea Tongs that were ſtolen from a Houſe in Queen's Square, to 
2 F—4, for nine Shillings, he well knowing the ſaid Thing: to 


ſtolen, and from whence. | 
Wo all ſtaid in Bath to ſpend our ill- got Money until March. 
R——ts had got one Burk at his Houſe, very poor, and juft out of 
Briſtol Goal, whom he kept for a Month at Bed and Board. On 
the 11th Day of March, Brown, Elger, and Allen, went to Abing- 
don Fair, and left Burk and I at R——ts's, when the latter came 
to me, and ſaid, John, Will you take Burk with you, for he owes 
me Money? To which I anſwered, Not I; I am not going out at 
all any more He ſaid, Abingdon Fair is T o-merrow, and Burk will 
ſhow you where you may buſs Couple of Prads, and fence them at 
* Abingdon Gf; that is, Burk will ſhow you a Couple of Horſes 
that you may ſtcal, and ſell them at Abingdon Fair: Accordingly 
we did ftea} two Geldings from a Ground of Mr. Smith's at the 
Caſtle and Ball, one a black and the other a Bay, and rode all 
Night, and the next Morning we got to Abingdon, where I ſaw my 
Accomplices, who had no Luck that Day. 1 fold the black Geld- 
ing to a Country man neat Squire Daſbood's in Oxfordſhire, and 
we ſtood in the Fair all the Day with the other; but we could not 
get our Price for him : At laſt we fold him to a Flaſh Dealer, one 
Riſhop, of my Acquaintance, for three Pounas thirteen Shillings and 

" $ix-pence, and told him where he came from, he at the ſame Time 
5 Ks . 
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had rio Horſe between us both, but I chanced to go into the Ram 
or Lamb Inn, when the Offler aſked me if I wanted my Horſe, I 


| - aid er; when he brought me a fine Bay Gelding, bridled ank 


faddled: Laſk'd him what he came to, he ſaid Five-pence ; but 1 

gave bim Six-pence, and rode away, ſometimes riding and ſome- 
mes walking. We lay that Night at Lacflade, and the next Night 

at Cheltenham in Gloncefter hire.” About a Mile from that "Town 


Bur ſtole a Grey Poney, and we rode that Night to the Rock Tas | 


©&2r1, our old Place of Rendezvous. 
The next Day we went with 
Shropſhire, to another Flaſh Houſe ; and the Day after we went 
to Nantwich Fair in Cheſhire, where we met with two Flaſh Horſe 
Jockeys, to whom I fold the Bay Gelding : Their Names were 


John &. and Foſeph S „ both Partners, and who live at 


NM They both aſk'd me where the Horſe came from, and 


I told them that I ſtole him from the Ram or Lamb Inn, in Abing- 
den: They ſaid they would take Care what Part he went 0. and 
then gave me fix Guineas for him, tho” it was worth fourteen, _ 
We did not ſell the Poney at Nantwich, but that Night we ſtole® 
a black Gelding, Saddle and Bridle, from a Publick Houſe Door ; 
and we rode back to our Flaſh Houſe, three Miles from Newport, 
the Sign of the //—— H. „on the London Road. 0 
The next Day we went towards our old Houſe, the Rock Ta- 


vern; but Burk fold the Poney to a Stranger on the Road: Then 1 


carried him behind me to the Rock Tavern, where we ſtaid that 


| » Night, there being five more there of our Way of Calling. We 


went next Morning towards Birmingham, and got there juſt before. 
Night ; where we bought two Brace of Piſtols, and werit that 
Night and ſtole a Bay Gelding from a Ground about a Mile and 
half from thence.; and we rode that Night to Worceſter, and 
knocked up a Flaſh Landlord at the B Inn, near the Bridge 
Foot, whoſe Name is D „The next Night to the Crols, to 
another Flaſh Houſe, and the next Night to Bath, and the next 
Morning to St G——'s at Chapel Plaifter, where I fold. the 
black Gelding we ſtale at Nantwich, to a Dealer in Needles, whoſe 
Name is Darby, and who came from Bromſgrove in Marceſteriſlure s 
for three Guineas, and St 'G—— vouched for the fame... | 

That, Night I and Burk went over Clarken Down, towards Trow 


bridge in Wiltfhire, but not on any Deſign of robbing ; and going 
* The only Method that I know, to prevent Horſes being ſtole, is toſend to Birming- 
ham for ſome of their Caſe-hirdentd Locks, which are made on Purpoſe 5 no Thief or 


o her Perſon can get the ſaid Lock off the Horſe's Fetlock without the Key. They muſt 
be lined with Leather to prevent their” galling the Heel of the Horſe, and not have any 
Chain to it, for that will fret the Horſe if he has any Spirit, It any Thief ſteals him 


over Night, in the Morning when they ſee the Lock on him they w il turn him up; for 


the ſaid Lock cannot be filed off, nor broke; and the Expences of it will be but two Shiks 
lings each Lock, 1r-wult not be put an too tight, neither he too big. 


in three Miles of Newport in | 
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very well. knowing him to be worth ſeven. Pounds ; and then we | 755 
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Ton che Hill at the watering Place, we met a Poſt Chaiſe, which 
1 Burt ſwore he would go and rob: I denied to go with him, but he 
ill ſwore he would: I afked him, as we followed the Chaiſe, if he 
thought I was mad, to do ſuch a Thing fo near #ath, and juſt as 1 
came out of a Houſe I was fo well known in ; but hg again ſwore 
he would do it himſelf, if I would not go with him: Then 1 
thought with myſelf that if he was taken, I ſhould be in as much © 
Danger as he, for being with him juſt before ; ſo I conſented to go 
- with him. I defired him not to be guilty of any Miſchief, or hurt 
any Perſon, for that four Men were as 8 as one, and that 
the Sight of a Piſtol unawares, is a great Terror to any Man, and 
without they fire · at me, don't fire at them; he told me he would 
not: Then I rode up to the Chaiſe, and bid the Boy ſtand, but I 
believe he did not bear me, for he kept on. The World may 
think it is falſe, but I aſſure them it is true, as I am not ſure whes 
ther I am for Life or Death: It being dark before I got up with 
the Chaiſe, I did not know whether the Window was up or down, 
but I ran my Hand through the Glaſs, and cut my Fingers all acroſs, 
and I believe in drawing my Hand out of the Window, pulled 
down the Cock of my Piſtol, for it went off throuzh both Win- 
dos unexpectedly ; but I thought at firſt the Fire came from the 
Chaiſe, till I put my Hand on the Cock and felt it down; and 
Burk (he being behind the Chaiſe) alſo thought the Fire came from 
the Chaiſe at me, as he told me afterwards, which was the Occa- 
ſion of his firing: Then we had no Piſtol loaded, for we had but a 
Brace loaded when we attacked the Chaiſe, having diſcharged a 
Brace juft before at a Mark on the Down. The World hath ſaid 
that I threatened the Child's Life, but I declare I had not ſuch a 
Thought; for Mr. Hancock gave her to me, deſiring me not to 
hurt her, and I took her in my Arms and kifſed her, and then ſer 
her down: I do not deny but there was very bad opprobrious 
Language paſſed at fifft ; but at laſt, if any Body had come by, 
they would not have known what we were at. It was reported we 
: above thirty Pounds from Mr. Hancock, but I do aſſure the 
| Fond we got no more than one Guinea and a half in Gold, and 
about ſix Shillings and Six-pence in Silver, his Gold Watch, and a 
Quantity of his Lady's wearing Apparel and Child's Linnen. 
After this Robbery, we went directly back to Sz G s 3; 
3 but they were all in Bed, except M——y G——, whom I called 
d6wn, and ſhe let us in and made à Fire, and got us a Tankard of 
Toddy, and then called up her Huſband, who came down directly, 
and we told him and his Wife what we had done; and 1 ur- 
fetched in all the Things we had robbed Dr. Hancock of, in order to 
ſhew them, and Mr. took the Gold Watch in his Hand : 
I then aſked Y- G—— to lend me a Wallet (which ſhe did) 
* | tw 
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to pack up the Things in, and ſhe folded up the. Gowns a4 well as 
the could ; for ſhe ſ.id it would ſpoil them to rumple them; and 
ſhe aſſiſted us in putting them into the Wallet: 1 then aſk'd Mr. 
G. — if he had any Gunpowder to load our Piſtols with, who 
took down a Fowling Piece that-lay on the Rack in his Kitchen, 
drew. the-Charge and gave me the Guapowder ; when I aſk d 
M-—— G-—— for a Spoon and a Pipe to make two Brace of Balls 
to load our Piſtols with, which ſhe gave me, and they both aſſiſted 
mee in making them, and in loading our Piſtols : Burt aſk' d M—y 
it ſhe was not afraid to ſee us load our Piſtols 3 ſhe ſaid, 
3 z they are not the firſt: I have ſeen loaded by Night in this 
Kitchen + She then haſh'd us ſome Veal. I bought a Bay Gelding 
of 8 G— for fix Pounds, and then we drank four or five 
Tankards ef Toddy, and paid our Reckoning; and M4 G—— 
ſaid, I would have you get as far as you can by Daylight, and ſend 
#0 u, and we will ſend you Word what News there is at Bath. 
We ſet out again for Claren Down, and ſo by the Glaſs-Houſe, 
where Burk ftole a Bay Gelding with a Pack Saddle. We went 
that Morning to Wells before we baited, and at Night to Taunton, 
and the next Day to Exeter. Burk, as ſoon as he put up his 
Horſe, went to one /- , a H——; in Northgate-ftreet, 
and told him what we had done, and gave him his Piſtols to lock 
up for him, and ſaid Baxter zwil! come and bring his to you by and 
by: he ſaid, and welcome. Juſt after, I went to C- 's Shop, 
but Burk was not there; when I told me what Burk had 
told him, and ſaid, I have loch d up his Piſtols ; ſhall I lock up your s 
I faid, No; I will not put mine out of my Pockets: Then I told 
him I had been on the Scamp and what I had robb'd the Chaiſe of ; 
I ſhow'd him the Gold Watch, and told him what rich Cloaths we 
Had got to ſell: He wanted me to change Watches with him, the 
Gold one for a Silver one, which he ſaid was got the fame Way up 
at the Start, that is at London, and ſent him down as a Preſent by 
a Family Man, but that it was chriſten'd before it came, that is, 
the Name and Number taken out, and others put in. He told me 
if I would bring a Gown to his Houſe, he had a Siſter-in-Law 
who ſold old Cloaths, ſhe ſhould buy it of me, and would ſay 
they were his Wife's: Accordingly he went with me to the Inn, 
and I ſhow'd him the Gown ; and I gave him ſome of the Child's 
Caps and a Gown, and ſome other Things, which he carried to 
bis Houſe and kept for me, he well knowing the ſame to be ſtolen, 
and from whence, and that they were got on the Highway. The 
ſaid C——, Brown, and I, were never apart laſt Lammas Aſſizes at 
Exon ; for Brown knew him for twelve Years laſt paſt in Landau, 
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| Cuſtody. One of the above two Days 


Ce * 
Man and1 left Londen on that —. Bb and came into the G 


The Ach. nord 26th of March, one 0 his Wife RY 
to me, and bought a Shirt and a great Cob of Dr. Hancoct's Ser- 
vantꝰ's, which we ſtole from the Chaiſe : I told him he muſt take 
off the Buttons and Lining, which he did accordingly ; and when 
it was aſk'd for, he denied it; but afte erwards it was found in his 

, he and his Wife came to. 
the Gaol of Exon, and fetcht out a Fly Petticoat and Sack; and 
ſhe put them under her Petticoats, and ſaid, No-body will mind 
what I carry ont of Priſon, becauſe I am always bringing Things - in 
and out bowed and at any Time we will give; you as much as any B 
ſhall for any Thing that lies in our Way: Rey" both well knew 
thoſe Things. to be ſtolen.” 

At the ſame Time one —— and his Wife came to the ſaid 


Priſon; and he told me he would ſerve me or Mrs. Baxter at any 
Time, and ſecrete any Thing for me or ber: Accordingly Mrs, 


Baxter gave them a great Quantity of wearing Apparel, which he 
and ſhe told me they had ſent to Launceſton; and I was forced to 
hire a Horſe for him, which coſt me five Shillings, and two Shil- 
lings and Six-pence for his Trouble to fetch the ſaid Things back 
again, they having ſent away thoſe Things unknown to me or 
Mrs. Baxter, at the ſame Time both knowing them to de ſtolen, for 
] told them they were. And if it were not for ſuch People as thoſe 
J have mentioned in this Treatife, Sharping and Thieving would 
be but a miſerable Calling ; and, in ſhort, if the World will allow 


mee to be a Judge of the Matter, I think it but a diſmal” Profeſſion 


at beſt ; for I can ſpeak it by experimental Knowledge, that a Man 


that follows this Way of Living, can never be at Reſt Night nor 


Day: Such has been my unhappy Condition a. great while; for as 
the wiſe Man ſaith, A wounded Conſcience who can bear ? OT 
I I forgot to mention that in Sept. 1752, I and John Brown, alias 


Dauuſon, William Elger, John Allen, alias Robert Jones, alias Robert 


Graham, went to IWayhill Fair, where we met Thomas B——:, and 
A———mG g, of Sh—on'; and weagreed among us to buy two 


or three hundred Sheep of one Mr. Medlicott, of Shefton, a Neigh- 


bour of B and G——2's, and never pay for them; bet I 
coming late to the Fair, the Sheep were all fold, and we then. 
| to meet at Appleſhaw Fair, on the ſame Purpoſe. We four 
then went on the ſharping Lay, and Allen pick'd up a young 

Countryman, that came out of Suſſex to buy Sheep, and his Shep- 

herd with him; we-defrauded him of fourtzen Guineas and bis 
Watch, and drank plentifully of Wine while we were at Work, and 

when his Money was gone took him out at one Door of the Booth, 
. while the Sailor went out at the other; but the Countryman ſoon 
returned. 
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returned again, and finding we were gone, the Reckoning paid, and 
Half a Bottle of Wine left upon the Table, then diſcovered, tho” tog 
late, that he was bit. ; he bore it with Patience, and he and his Man 
fat down and drank the Remainder of the Bottle of Wine before 


went to a Booth that was Flaſh, ( we always a 


they departed. _ 
The next Day we | 
have two. or three Booths or Houſes in every Fair Flaſh, as we ge- 


nerally ſpend a great deal of Money every Fait Day.) I picked ug 
an old Man that fold Cheeſe, by dropping of a Shilling, and took 
him into the ſame Booth to ſpend the Shilling, where the Sailor and 


Capper was; the Sailor aſk'd the old Man to change a Guinea, and 


finding he had not much Money, laid him a Guinea that neither he 


111 I could borrow fifteen Guineas in Half an Hour: I went ths 
ol 


d Man's Halves, ; but the Sailor ſaid he muſt not bring any Per- 
ſon with him, but muſt come by himſelf: Accordingly he and I 
went together; and borrow'd the Money of the old Man's Son, and 
came back and won the Guinea. The old Man was fo rejoiced at 
his-good Luck, that expecting to win all the Sailor's Money, he 
made a Stake for the whole, and loſt it at the firſt Prick. We both 


went to borrow more ; but when we came back the Sailor and his 
Companion were gone, as the Landlord told us, fo we parted. We 


then went to our firſt Booth, where I ſtaid within, and my Compa- 
nions that were out at Work, brought in the Maſter of a' Sloop, 
belonging to Portſmouth, by finding Half a Crown; we laid him 
the ſame Wager, that he did not bortow twenty Guineas in half 
an Hour; the Sailor had upwards of one hundred Gnineas in his 
Pocket ; the Captain went out and borrowed twenty-two Guineas, 
and. made Stakes for the whole, and loft ; he cried and ſtamped. 
very much, but the Landlord came and turned him and us out of 


his Booth, and aid we were all a Parcel of Rogues, that we all 


came in together, and ſhould all go out together; ſo we all went 
out together at one Door, but returned again at the other Door, and 
* and drank very plentifully : We carried forty-five Pounds out 
0 * # 231 . She WP wo $4.84 b 1 | 
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. The Beginning of November, we, the ſame four, went to Apple- 


ſhaw Fair, to meet B——s and G———=g ; accordingly we all. 
— and 


met together, and agreed what to do with Medlicott + B 
G 7 ſhow'd me Medlicatt's Penns, and I bought one hundred 


and eleven Sheep of him, and deſired him to come down to the 
Tron- Pear-Tree, where I would pay him for the Sheep: He aſked - 
me what Country I belonged to; B—s and G—--g had told me 

* 
z, and my Accomplices, were at the Jron- Pear- Tree, 
| s faidg 


3 to hay Brackley, in Northamptonſhire, which I did: B 
waiting for us, and we going into the ſame Roam, I 


Heu do you de, Mr. Poulter D I anſwered, At Four Service: Mat, 


Jays 


} 
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ſays 5 and .G———4g, bere is our old Neighbour Medli- 
cott; Have you bought all, . Poylter ?'f'f Fo Yrs Mr. G's . 
Bit 1 ani indebted to you Hin Guintad : On which I gulf d out 
my Purſe, paid him the Money, and thanked .him : e ſald, Tou. 
are weltome to all the Sheef\T have at any Time ; I am ſorry you did 
not deal with me now, but Tam glad ytu, have dealt with our Neigb- 
bour. I then went out, to give them, an Opportunity of talking: 
Medlicott. ied them whore tf they told him at Zrackley, that 


cott lived 3 
they had dealt with me for many hundred Pounds, and that my 
Note was worth a thouſand Pounds. When I came in, one of my 
Accomplices came and aſked if Mr. Poulter of " Brackley was there; 
. I faid, Yes : He faid, If you are the Gentleman, I habe a. Draft om. 
you far fixty Pounds: I ſaid, Very tell; you muſt meet me at Night, 
and 1, will anſwer it: He laid, ery well, and went his Way. 1 : 
faid to Medlicott, In hat deth the Sheep come to ® Ale. replied, Sixty 
Pounds, and upwards : I aid, I will pay yon at Andover Fair: He 
ſaid, You muf# let me have ſome Cas for [ have a great Sum to pay 
away : I ſaid, How much will de? He replied, Twenty Pounds : I. 
then ſaid, Mr. Gg, can you lend me. ſo much ? He anſwered, 
Yes, five Times as much, if you want it's; [ ſaid, No ; but twenty.” 
He lent it to me, and I gave bim my Note for the Money; but he 
had fifteen Guineas of my Money before, when I ow'd him not a 
Farthing, nor never had any Dealin s with him nor B, only 
under a Colour to blind Madlicott. 7 paid Medlicott twenty Pounds, 
and gave him my Note for forty more, to be paid at Andover Fair: 
ccordingly, we let run the Sheep, and as B-—5 and G——=g* 
claimed as great a Right to them as we, we paid them two Parts out. 
of ſix. We drove the Sheep to Penzon, about ' a Mile from -. 
Hill, to one Mr. L————'s; and B ——+ ſent a Man with 
twenty Pounds for, forty Pounds worth of Sheep, which we let 
them have, ſo that they two had as much as we four : But they ſaid 
they would make it up in the next; and then they ſent to me, and 
ſaid Hedlicott was to be had again, if I would write him a Letter 
for three or four Score more, to meet me at Lugger/ſhall ; and at 
the ſame Time write a Letter to G————>#g, and deſire him to 


CY 


carry the Letter to Medlicott, and ſhew him his at the ſame Time: 
I did as he deſired, and G g went with the ſaid Letter to 
Mr. Madlicott. G —g aſk'd Mr. Medlicett if be would fend 
me the Sheep; he ſaid, I can't tell. G g faid, I will give 

You Six-pence a wry; A the 450 Ewes, and ſend them to Mr. 
Poulter my/e/f; but Mr. Medlicott refuſed, and ſaid, I will ſend 
them to Ar. Poulter, for they are fit to turn into any Gentleman's 
Park : 6 ſaid, I ſhall ſend him ſixty, if you are willing: 
But all this was done to deceive Mr. Medlicatt, they both having 
Sheep to come that Way to Andover Fair, where all the Money was 
; hh Fi = | to * 
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to be paid for the Sheep: Accordingly Iſent John Allen to meet the 
Sheep. Mr.  Med/icorr was t bring to eee Alles paſſed for m 
Man, and ſaid I was gone into Dor/e;fire for more; accordingly he met 
Mr. Medlicott with the Sheep: He had a Note from me to Mr. Mcalicere ; 
| to my Man Allen, | 
Fent me back a Note of the Delivery of the ſame, according to my Order. 
Allen drove the Sheep to me, where I was waiting on Parpoſe, about a 
Mile from ey Hill : We ftaid there till B., and G—g came to us, 
and we ſold them the Sheep that came to thirty - nine Pounds for twenty; 
for they ſaid I ſhould not have had them, had it not been for them, and 
they ought to have Half; ſo they got ſeventy nine Pounds worth of Sheep 
for forty Pound: And at that Time they ſaid, Damn Medlicott, awe hawe 
nat dine with him yet, if you are willing, for he gets Money fafler than we 
ae I you are will Poulter, you Hall rob him one Night or ot ber ; when 
he has got a Sum of Money about bim, wwe will fiay bim at a Fair or Market 
late, and wwe will coms with him, fo you muft rob him and us too, and aue will 
fl our Purſes full 3 on Purpoſe, and ſay wwe have loft forty or fifiy 
Pounds; He keeps bis Money in bis Foats; far the other Night he was drunk, 
and I undrefſet 2 a pulling off his Boots 1 found upwards of forty 
Pound: : js is the Way we may ruin him, if you are willing : But 1 
would not agree to theſe Propolals at that Time ; if I had y believe it 
would have ruined him. | | | PR 
I think ſuch People as theſe are worſe than myſelf or my Accomplices: 
This is called in the Cant, Maſoning; chat is, giving your Notes for 
Money, and never deſigning to pay it: This Defraud was carried on by 
two of Mr. Mz4licott's near Neighbours; and, as they pretended 
themſelves, his particular Friends, of the ſame Calling, Sheep Jobbers; 
7 — B -———— lives at the $—h's Shop in the Glauce/ter Road, 
between F——e and F——x; 4 G lives at S—— in 
W-—e, within three Miles of his Grace the Duke of Beauford's at 


Badmint on 0 | 


I do not think there is one out of ten of thoſe People called Horſe 
Jockeys, but will buy flolen Horſes of any Family Man, though at the 
ſame Time they know them to be ſtolen; and they will capp to any 
— Cull for any Herſe or Beaſt of any Sort, and buy them 

ter wards, | f N 1 
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The wy that. Convicts return from Tranſportation, and 


* » 
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e only Way how to prevent their Return. 


A FTER they are in any Part of North America, the general Way 
is this, juſt before they go on Board a Ship, their Friend or 
Accomplice purchaſe them their Freedom from. the Merchant or 
Captain that belongs to the ſaid Ship, for about ten Pound Sterling, 
ſome gives more and ſome le(s ; then the Friend of the Convict or 
Convicts, get x Note from the Merchant, or Captain, that the Per- 
ſon is free to go unmoleſted when the Ships arrive between the 
Capes of Virginia, where they pleaſe. But I never heard of any 
Convict that came home again in the ſame Ship they went over in; 
for the Merchant, or Captain gives a Bond to the Sheriff of the 
County where ſuch Convicts go from, to leave them in America, 
and they get a Receipt from the Cuſtom there; but as there is Ships 
coming home every Week, if they can pay their Paſſage they are 
refuſed in no Ship. Some Men will work their Paſſage back again, 
and them that cannot free themſelves take an Opportunity of run- 
ning away from their Maſter, and lay in the Woods by Day, and 
travel by Night for Philadelphia, New York, or Boſton, in which 
Places no Queſtions are aſked them. This encourages a great many 
to commit Robberies more than they would, becauſe they ſay they 
do not mind Tranſportation, it being but four or five Months Plea- 
ure, for they can get their Freedom and come home again. I 
knew one that never went over, but bribed ſome of the Ship's Crew 
lying in the Tranſport Hole, Briſtol. Her Name was Elizabeth 
nor, I think it was in 1748, ſhe was convicted at the ſaid City 
For picking Pockets, and was ordered for Tranſportation, but is now 
in England, which I gave an Account of to Stetes, an Attorney at 
Law in Briſtol. | | ee e 5 
To prevent any Convict coming back befote their limitted Time 
3s out, is for the Government to lay a Charge or Fine on ſuch 
Merchant or Captain not to free them before hand, and for the 
Colenies in America to do as they do in the Iſlands in the Weſt In- 
dies, that no Perſon or Perſons can go on board any home ward 
bound Ship, without publiſhing his or her Name on the publick 
Croſſes ſuch a Number of Days before; and for ſuch Perſon or 
Perſons to bring a Certificate from, the Governor, with Proof that 
he or ſhe is not indented, nor a Convict, that would prevent ſuch a 
Number of Convicts coming back again before their Time is ex- 
pired. | 
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4 full Diſcovery of Thieving and 
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To cnution all Shopkeepers and Salefinen againſt Shop- 


lifters of both Sexes, and the beſt Way to prevent *their 
Villainies is as follows : mY co 


T*. E ſhall be generally three Perſons together, called in Car. 


Prigers, Lifts, or Files. They ſhall go by a Shop or Standing, - to 
ſee if there are any Goods down on the Counter; if not, one of them 
ſhall go to the Shop or Standing, and call for Goods of different Sorts to 
be ſhowed him or her, and then comes in the other two, who take no No- 
tice of the other that went in before ; he or ſhe buying Something, the 
Counter being covered with Goods, one of the two ſhall look over the 
Goods, while the other ſhall plant a Piece under the reſt, not opened, al- 
tho? one or more Perſons be behind the Counter at the ſame Time, who 
ſhall not ſee them by Reaſon they will open a Piece of Stuff and hold it 
up between the Owner and their Partner that fits down with her Petticoats 
half up, ready for the Word nap it; then ſhe puts it between her Carriers 
(that is a Cant Word for 'Thighs) and then gets up and lets her Cloaths 
drop, agreeing*and paying for what they like, and ſo walks off, and can 
walk very well without putting their Hands to hold it ; then going into 
a Yayd or Entry, their Partner takes it from them: Some in the ſame 
Manner ſecretęs Goods under their Cloaks, and if ſmall Pieces, in their 
under Percicoath, half tucked up: If it be a Box of Ribbons, they will 
pare a_Piece of two in one Hand, while the Shop keeper meaſures a Yard 


or two on the Counter; they have a Handkerchief on Purpoſe, when tas; 


king it up to wipe their Noſe, they put it with the Ribbons into their Poc- 
kets ; but ycu muſt obſerve if they do not prig any Goods, they will not 
buy any; . but to prevent them you muſt oblerve. at Fairs and Markets, 
that theſe Sort of People call for a great many Sorts of Goods, till the 
Counter is full, on Purpoſe, they ſeeming difficult to be pleaſed. All 
Shop-keepers, to prevent this, ſhould put by one Sort of Goods, before 

they take down another, | una 2078 Ht 
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Nu Fair or Market, where there is a Throng of People, we ſay 
ume Culls, Mall us pike to the Puſh or Caf a rum Vile for the File or 
ft to Pitter lay or ny 3 come, let ur pike, we ſhall napp a rum 
Bit ; that is, Come Men, ſhall us goto the 'Throng or Fair, à good Town 
for the Pick-pockets or Shop lifters, to ſteal Portmanteaus or Leather. 
bags ; come, let us go, we ſhall take a good Bit. Then three or four 
Perſons go to the Fair or Market, and put up at the firſt Ken (or Hoeſe) 
they come to in the Vile, (or Town) in order to be out of the Puſh (or 
Throng] as ſoon as we have napp'd (or taken) a Bit; then we pike to 
glee if or, a a 9: ky * Bit K if fo, the Files go before the Cull 
and try his Cly, n ey a Bit, cry gammon; then two or three 
* us Hold him up, whilſt ſome Prads or Rattlers come by: If they napp 
the Bit, they ery pie ; then we go and fifk. the Bit, and ding the empty 
Bit, for fear it ſhould be ſound, and fiſt the Blunt, and geo if tione is quare ; 
to prevent a Rapp, it is a Bit of Rige or Wage: Come, let us pike to 
glee for a Pitter or Leather: there is a Cull that has» a rom Loag, gam- 
mon: Then we jofile him up, and one knocks his Kelp off, and while he 
lifts his Hand up, his Loag is napp'd and after the Gaff it is chriftened and 
To prevent Men's or Women's Pockets being picked, they muſt not 
carry their Money in a Purſe or Handkerchief, but keep it loofe in their 
Pockets: If Women carry their Money loofe; er in = Purſe they ate 
liable to loſe it; therefore I adviſe them to carry their Money in their 
a , 


Boſom, and no Pickpocket will attempt to take it. | 


? 


To Few bow People are deſraudrd in Fairs aud Markets | 
0 different Ways as follows : | 


Firſt, is the great Trade or knowing Art called Filing, that is, picking | 


Second, is the Lift or Buckteen, that is, Shopliſting: - © ; 6a 
Third, is the deceiving Art called the Ola Nobb, that is, pricking in the. 


„ is the Dealers called Maſons, that is, giving your Notes for 
Money, avd never to pay it, | | |; | 
- Fifth, is the Daders, that is, Sellerd of Handkerchiefs, 

- Sixth, is the Gibbers, Horſe Dealers. | | | 
Seventh, is the Turners and Pinchers, that is thoſe getting Change for 
Money, and putting back Part and keeping ſome. ie 
Eightb, is the ringing Tugg- and Sears, that is, changing Great Coats 
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Shining, or Half a Crown juſt before him, and picki 
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be Art of OI Y NOBB, call'd pricking in the Belt. 
Ter is generally fout Perſons See that is the Sailor, 


dee Lig ee pinch the 
* 


5 * Ciel Vobb.; the next is the Cap- 
per who always keeps wi 


the Sailor: and tw Pickers up, or 


Amy Dripfers, to bring in Fla. The firſt Thing they do at a 


Gaff, is to lock for à Room clear of Company, which the Sailor 
and Capper immediately take, while the Money Droppers go out to 
look for a Flat; if they ſee a Countryman they like, one drops a 

it up again, 
looks the Man in the Face, and ſays, I have found a Piece of Mo- 
ney, did you not ſes me pick it up; the Man ſays, Les: The 
Sharper ſays, if you had found it, I would have had half, ſo I will 
do by you as J would be done unto, and ſays, come and drink . 
then taking him into the Room where the other two is, cries, By 
your Leaye Gentlemen, I hope we don't diſturb» you: No, cries 
the Sailor, no Brothers: Will you drink any Brandy, for I don't 
like weak Liquor ; then the Sailor aſks the Capper how far it is 
to Eohadon, who ſays, I don't know, perhaps thoſe Gentlemen can 
tell you, and then directs his Diſcourſe to the Flat; perhaps they: 
will anſwer a hundred Miles; the Sailor eries I can ride that in a 
Day, and ſometimes ys, four or five Hours; for ſays he my 
Horſe will run twenty Knots an Hour for twenty-four Hours toge-- 
ther: Capper ſays, I believe Farmer you have not got ſuch a, Horſe: 
as this Sailor has; if the Farmer laughs, and cries no, then the 
Sailor ſays, I muſt go and, get Half a Pint of Brandy, for I am. 
grip'd, and ſo leaves them: The Capper ſays, Gentlemen, it is an 
old Saying and a true one, Sailors get their Money like Horſes and 
ſpend it like Aſſes ;, and adds, | never ſaw him till now buying a 
Horſe of my be tells me he has been at Sea, and has got 
about four hundred Pounds, Prize Money, but I believe he will 
ſquander it ail away, for he was gaming juſt now. with two Boys, 


and loft forty Shillings at a ſtrange Game of pricking in a String: 


Did either of you ever fee it, Gentlemen, cries the Capper ; if you 
two ate willing, I will aſk him to ſhow it. us, for we may as well 
win fome of his Money as any Body elſe: The Flat and the Dropper 
cries, Do; then comes the Sailor, ſtaring as if drunk, and cnes, 
What Cheer, Brothers? I've juit feen a pretty Girl in the Fair, 
and went in to drink with her, and made a Bargain with her, and 
gave her a ſix and thirty Shilling Piece, but an old Woman came 
and call'd her away, when ſhe went out and told me ſhe would 
come to me. preſently ; then the Capper laughs, and ſays, Have 
you got your Money of her again The Sailor ſays, No; but ſhe- 
will come to me; then they all laugh. This is dons to deceive. 


the- 
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the Flat: Then ſaith the Capper, What have you done with the 
Stick 5 the String, Mr He 'anſwers, What, that which I. 
bought of the Boys ; it is in my Pocket, but I will not a” | 
any of you, and then he pulls out the Old Nobb, and faith, M "T 
do you think I gave for it? I gave but Six-pence, and as much. 
Brandy as the two Boys could drink: Capper cries, It is but a Piece 
of Leather ; It is made out of a Monkey's Hide, as the Boys told 
me, ſays the Sailor; and they told me there is a Game to be played 
at it, which no Body can do twice together; I will go down on board 
Ship, and play with my Captain, and I do not fear but I will win 
his Ship and Cargo : Then they all laugh, and the Sailor makes up 
the Old Nobb, and the Cappet lays a Shilling, and pricks himſelf | 
and wins; the Sailor cties, You are a Dab, I will not lay you any 
more, but if you will call any Stranger, I will lay again; Why, 
- if you think me a Dab, as you call it, I will get this ſtrange Gen- 
tleman, or this, (pointing to the Flat) Done, cries the Sailor, but 
ou mall not tell him; then he makes up the Nobb, and Capper, 
rh Shilling, Flat Pricks, and ſays to him, you ſhall go Six- pence 
if you will; they win, and Capper ſays to the Flat can you 
lend me Half a Crown on Purpoſe to find the Depth of his. 
Pocket; and if they ſee a good deal of Gold, he muſt win three or 
four Times if no Gold. but twice, and fo go and pick up 
others. Sometimes the Flat has no Money, the Sailor cries, 
I have more Money than any Man in the Fair, and pulls but his 
Purſe full of Gold, and ſays not one of you can borrow twenty 
or thirty Pounds in half an Hour' Time for a Guinea: Capper 
cries, I have laid out all mine; Farmer, Can you, I'll go your 
Halves, if you think you can do it: The Sailor faith, you muſt not 
bring any Body with you; then the Dropper goes with the 
Flat, and ſays, You muſt not tell your Friend it is for a, Wager; 
if you do he will not lend it you. Flat goes and borrows it, and 
brings it to the Sailor, ſhows it him and wins the Wager ; then 
the Sailor pitcheth the Nobb again, and the Capper whiſpers to the 
Flat to prick out this Time ſaying, it will make the Sailor, the 
more eager to lay; we may as well win his Money as not, for he, 
Will Tpend it elſe upon Whores: Flat loſes on Purpoſe ; then the 
Sailor ſwears, pulls out his Money, throws it about the Room, and, 
cries, No Man can win for ever, and then lays a Guinea, hut will 
not let him prick, but throws down five Guineas ; and the Capper. 
urging the Flat and | Boing his Halves, the Sailor ſaith, 40 Cabbin 
Boy will lay as much as that, I'Il lay no leſs than twenty Guineas; 
the Capper cries, Lay Farmer, and take up the forty : The Money 
being down, the Capper cries, Is the Nobb lang d, Sailor ? who. 
ſays, It is lown, which fignifies one End is dropt, that puts out the 
Flat. When he has loſt, the Dropper cries, Come near, 3 
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Siflor cries, Miſſel the Glake ; then the Dropper takes him by the 
Atm and has him out of Doors; and the Reckoning being paid the 

Capper and Sailor follow after, and run another Way: When they 

are out of Sight, ths Dropper faith to the Flat; , Go you back and 
play with the Sailor for a Shilling, whilft I go and borrow ſome 
Money; but when the Flat goes to the Houſez he finds them mn 0 

and then he knows he is bit, but 9 he has dearly paid for it. 
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13133 ate a Sett of People that give Paper for Goods; 
there is generally three or four of them that go to a Fair or 
Market together, where one appears like a Farmer or Grazier, and 
the other two as Vouchers: One is to look out for a Farmer that 
has any Kind of Beaſt to ſell; and if he thinks he is a likely Fel- 
ob to be taken in, the other Perſon is to afk the Price of the ſaid: 
Cattle, where they come from, What Market Towns the Farmer 
keeps, and the Houſes and People's Names in ſuch Towns; when 
he finds out theſe, he goes and tells the Maſoner the Story: The 
Farmer is then brought into the Houſe, where the Ma ſoner is ſitting 
paying Money for Cattle, as the Farmer thinks; and the Meſoner's 
Man tells him what Money he has offered the Farmer, and they be- 
gin to talk about the loweſt Price:: The Maſoner then goes out, 
that they may have an Oppertunity of telling the Farmer what a 
topping Dealer he is, and where he lives, (but it muſt be in ſome 
Country Place,) and that his Note is worth five hundred Pounds: 
The euer ſoon returns, and ſays, I can't find the Gentleman. L 
have a Draft upon, and don't know what to do for Money to pay 
for the Goods | have bought To-day ; I muſt order them to meet 
me at ſuch a Place, and the Perſons Name where he knows the 
Farmer uſes : The Farmer hearing this, ſays, I know them very 
well; the Maſoner then aſks him whether he comes that Way, and 
the Farmer telling him he does, he ſays, That's right then; tell me 
the loweſt Price of your Cattle; J cannot pay you now, but I will 
Pay you the next Market Day, at the Place as before- mentioned ; 
T ſuppoſe that will not be any Difference to you, Farmer; No, an- 


* 


ſwers the Perſon that brought him in, your Note is worth a thou- 


ſand Pounds; you will give your Promiſſory Note for the Money, 
and any Dealer in the Fair will take it, paying a ſmall Diſcount, for 


it's as good as the Bank of England. This generally makes the 


Agreement, the Note is taken, and the Cattle is drove away, and 


fol®# directly to another Dealer, Toll-free. There are Dealers 


waiting on Purpgſe to buy ſuch Goods; for they buy them cheap, 
beeauſe they know them to coſt no Money, but Paper. The 
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HEY are a Sett of People that reſort to Fairs and Markets, 
under Pretence of being Smugglers, and ſelling nothing but pro- 
hibited Goods ; at the fame Time it is ordinary Goods made in 
England. They walk about the Fair till they ſee a Perſon fit for 
their whom they tell that they can ſell very cheap, and 
take him into a Houſe or Booth to ſhaw their Gogds, and defire 
bim to make Haſte, for Fear of the Exciſeman ; for if he ſhould 
come they ſhould loſe all their Goods : The Ignorant is by theſe 
Means deceived, and generally gives double the Value for the Goods 
he buys. At other Times they will go to a Farm Houſe, and tell 
the Farmer that they have got a Horſe or two loaded with rich 
Goods of all Sorts ; it be will ſecrete them, they'll make him a 
handſome Preſent, and then they ſhew him a Sort of. the Goods, 
ſuch as embroidered Handkerchiefs, Aprons, and Ruffles : Perhaps 
theſe Things will coft them forty Shillings, and look- worth ten or 


twelve Pounds; and they will want to borrow three Times their 


Value on them, under Pretence that their Goods are left at another 
Place for a (mall Sum, and never fetch them again; neither have 
they any more Goods than what they have with them, They will 
ſometimes pretend to leave a Bag of Tea, which generally proves to 
be a Bag of Saw Duft, with a little Tea at the Top, juſt at the 
Mouth of the Bag. This is called a Dumb Lock. | 


r 


O RSE Dealers, There is generally three of them together 
= at a Fair; their Method is to buy Horſes that are buck'd, * or 
that have the Sniches, Pipers, or Cregs, on Purpoſe to deceive 
ignorant People in changing them. One ſhall lead a Horſe about, 
und another ſhall look out for a Mouth + that has a Horſe to fell or 
change; then the other Perſon ſhall go and aſk the Price of the 
Gibber's Horſe, and he aſks treble the Value of it before the MAouth's 
Face, and the Bearer up ſhall bid within a Crown of the Money 
that the Gibber aſks, on Purpoſe to make the Mouth believe that 
the Horſe is worth the Money: The Jdouth, upon this, is eager 


to change, ſometimes giving and ſometimes taking Money into the 


Bargain, 
A Horſe buck d, is almoſt blind; Sniches is Pander'd ; Pipers 
s broken winded; grog'd is founder'd ; jack'd is ſpaven'd, 
* + An ignorant Per ſon. | 


/ 


-(:85 ) 
Bargain, when at the ſame Time the Adouth's Horſe is worth three * 
or four of the Gile”"s.1 they ſuguetitcs tak in feverdl in « Dey 


in tk is Manner. | ; t- 1 
"TURNERS and PINCHERS. - | 


*&TWO of chem goes together, one of whom gets as many Halt 
1 Crowns as he can, and goes into a Houſe or Booth, and calls 
for Liquor, and then aſks the Landlord or Landlady for Change of 
Half a Crown, who generally pulls out a Handful of Silver to give 
them two Shillings and Sixpence, and the other Perſon ſays you 
need not change; then he ſecretes a Shilling between his Finger and 
Thumb, and turns his Hand upfide down over his or het's, and b) 
that Means will get ſeveral Shillings in a Day. If a Perſon pul 


out a Handful of Silver to give them Change for Half a Crown, 


they will aſk for a Queen Anne's Six pence to put in a Letter; the 
Perſon being ignorant of their Intent, lets them look in their Hand 
or Purſe ; and if there is Gold in the fame, they are ſure to loſe. 


- It} by his pinching it between the Thumb and middle Finger; they 


then thank them and go their Way, the People not knowing they 
have loſt any Thing. I therefore caution Peop'e not, to give 
Change in that Manner. | | 


Ringing T UG GS and SEATS. 


PEOFLE in Fairs or Markets in the Summer, are apt to give 
their Great Coats to the Maid, and put their Names on it with 
a Piece of Paper ; the Servant cannot remember every Coat, and 
the Sharper comes in and writes his Name on his Coat that is worth 
but little, and changes his Note to another Cowt ; he then goes 
out, and comes in preſently and calls for the Coat with ſuch a Note 
on it, and the Servant delivers it without Diſpute, and they fend 
another to fetch their old Coat: They often get ſix or ſeven Coats 
in a Day with that old one. To prevent this, the Landlord or Ser- 
vant ought to wri:e two Notes, both in one Hand, and to deliver 
one to the Owner, and pin the other on the Coat; and if the Per- 
ſon that comes for the Coat cannot produce the Note as above, let 
him not have the Coat without good Proof, and that will prevent 
many Diſorders. | 
Changing of Saddles is done by the ſame 'Sort of People ; their 
Horſe having a Rug or Horſe Cloth on it for that Purpoſe, they 
- watch an Opportunity of taking off their own Saddle, and chang- 
ing it for a good one, putting it on their own Horſe, and tying 
the Cloth over it with a Barſangal, and then take their Horſe away 
andi puts him to another Iun. t n ee e eee eee 
"mY B a MILLING 


{ (£230) ) ny 
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Hebe eee is 9 Sie hn the Ni abt: The Perſons 

concerned take a View of the Houſe or hop the Day defore, 
to ſee what is to be taken, and where to make ah Entrafice”; it is 

1 Feta done at Midnight, and if there is any Scouts, that is, 

Watchmen, one of the Gang takes bim away, under Pretente to 
light him Home, or ſhow him ſome diſtant Houſe, and in the mean 
Time the Work goes on. If they get Entrance; they have à dark 

' Lanthorn, and fall to rifling the Houſe, for which Purpoſe they car- 
ry Sacks, and always know where to ſell the Goods before they, take 

them; the World may be fure if there were no Receivers there 
would be no Thieves, for they are the whole Encouragers of Vice. 

To prevent ſuch Robberies I beg Leave to 2cquaint all Shopkeep- 

ers, and Houſe keepets, to put the fore Lock of the Bolt faſt with 
a good Spring, and to have good inſide Bolts to their Doors, or a 
Chain acroſs them, and a ſmall Bell to the:r Doors and Windows, 
"and to keep a little Dog that will bark; you may be aſſured if ſuch 

Things as theſe be done, of not being robb'd, 9 — if a Dog 
Oe or Bell rings they will not attempt any further, 


The Merning SNEAK. ils; et] 


ON this Lay: there is two goes together, one wears an Apron, 
and the other a great Coat, they go in a Morning juſt as the 
Maids open the Doors and Windows, and giee into them, that is, 
lool into them, to ſee if there's any Mage of any Sort, that is Sil- 
ver, that may be left in any of the Rooms laſt Darkey, that is the 
laſt Night; they wait an Opportunity till the Maid goes to make 
the Timmy, that is, the Fire, then they go in and fiſk all the R oοms 
for Silver or Tuggs, that is Cloaths, or any Thing that lies in the 
Way, and pats it in his Apron ; and if they find a Buffet they 
- take all, and pike directly into the firſt Rattler, that is into the firſt 
Coach, and fo to their Fence or Lock, and naps the Blunt z that is, 

* the Receiver, and takes the Money for ie. en 
Houſe· keepers ought to take Care of their Plate before they go 
io Bed. then they will be ſure not to loſe it, ner to keep al dir 

lower Rooms lock d. | | i'N 201 | 
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1 H T4 T is; three - or more Thea, where yur can 
ſearching of Gentlemen's : Houſes; and try the Glaſs, if it 
_ willjump ; ; is, the Windows, if they will lift up, or if the 


Seger is dubb'd, that is, the Door Jochidlevdnkedy and iſ the can 
= #75 1. 8 0 get 


, t in Doors, they pike up the Ptancer at is go up, Stairs, an 
Capone a Coo k 
Supper in the nexr Room, two or "three gras: at th 
Feat of a Gfab, that is, for Fear of being taken; and if fo, the 
others will — dh ee 
their Doors, andens La 


"will Tnap into the Frame, and fo on the ſecond Floor Windows, 


Bed tied up 


% 


{@ ) 


l 
Doo 


To prevent this, Houſe- keepers ought to have Spring Locks to 
i ki fa and if SA wks are. faſh'd,. to 
*have'#t the lower End of the ſaid Window a Spring Ketcher, that 


Which are aften got into by the Help of à Jacob, that is, 2 Ladder, 
Ihe khown a Sneakſman, in a Morning, fetch down Stairs a 
in a Blanket, #nd meet the Mafter at the Door ; who 
fal, What haye you got there? One of your Beds, Sit, replied the 
other, that Madam has ſent to the Upholſterer. Keg 


Kide- Lye, that is done in Cities and great Tatuns. 


bring Change for a Guinea, or elſe I cannot pay you: Whilft the 
orgs Bod over, the 1 1 , that is, gone, 0 


the # 


1 ing the Way, they will go 
y them, pretentlibg 10 ſnom them, and carry their Bun. 
or Bbx for thettf; and whilſt one." takes the Perſon for ward, tl 
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poor ignorant Man or Woman 


6 A” 
tag where to meet again with the Booty : In the mean while the 
is almoſt bereaved of Senſes, 


Th PETTER L 4 rs. Fo : 


1 ESE Perſons go three or four Miles out of Town to meet 
1 the Rattlers, that is, Coaches, to ſee if there is not a Petter be- 
hind, that is, a Portmanteau, or Box ; if ſo, they will at a pr 

Place cut it off; and if it is in the Boot, they will follow. the 
Coach to the Inn or Hauſe: One is dreſſed like a Porter, and 


NK 
ST MA - © 


comes to ** unload the Coach, whilſt the other ſtands a little 
Way off, to 


V Ip away with it. It is generally dark in the Winter 
by Six o Clock, and that is the only Time for this Buſineſs : They 


ure the ſame Sharpers at this Lay, as at the others. 


The bold Adventure called the S C A MP. 


H GHW A YM E N are generally Perſons that have been 


educated in Gaming, and have lived weil, and kept lewd Wo- 
men Company ; and they live to that Degree, that they cannot 
ſupport their own Extravagancies, and Fortune at Gaming run- 


ning croſs againſt them, they think on this laſt Shift, and take to 


the Road; and after a ſhort Time, if ſucceſsful-in Buſineſs, they 
Wreſs out for Gentlemen, and get acquainted with the ſlaving Glokes 


of the Inns on the Panney, that is, the Oftlers on the. Road, and 


ſome Landlords, to give them Intelligence; which they very com- 
monly do, bv hearing Gentlemen talk chat put up at their Inns. 
Gentlemen Travellers are very apt to call for the Landlord to ſup 
with them; and then, after Supper, aſking what News concerning 
the Roadſmen, and perhaps telling him what Money they have, and 
where they put it and their Notes, and the Road they are going, 
and where they lie the next Night, and ſo on; and if they Þ not 
tell the Oftler, he will have the Aſſurance to aſk them: And when 


Mr. Scamp comes, he calls for a Bottle or Bowl directly, before he 


" #fks what News; then, if Time permits, the-Landlord repeats it 
ver and over; whereby he hears all the News of the Day, and 
which Way is beſt to go for Prey, and always leaves ſomething 


' handſome for the Servants, __ | ned 3 wh 

For theſe Reaſons many Gentlemen are purſued on the Road, 
dut ſome are met with by Chance. Highwaymen generally croſs 
you before they ſalute ; but I adviſe- all Gentlemen Travellers not 
do divulge what Subltance they have with them to any Landlord, 


the Ofllers, elpecially within forty Miles of Landon 3 for if they 


Fo, they very often truſt an Accomplice of the Scamps, and who 


very often turn out themſelvey againſt Quarter Day, or Chri/imas 
2 | eſpecially, 


AFA 2 


x 
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maintained by Scamps, Prigs, and Files: But (not r aeg 


che Country for a few Days. 


Dari they buſs them out of the Ground, that is, at Night th 


in their Brief. 
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| ( t 390 | | 8 
could not live at the Rate they do, and hold 


a 


wſpecially | 
their Heads fo high... I and my Accomplices have help'd to ſupport 


a great many of them; and about London eſpecially, they are half 


every one, D forbid) there are a great many Shopkeepers i 
London, who cannot pay their Bills till they have kept Chriſtmas in 
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288 Stealers, they go together always the Day before, tet 
4 Took over the Grounds for a good Prad or. Prads, then at 
ſteal the Horſes, they pike thirty or forty Straches that Dari, ey 
is go thirty or forty Miles that Night, towards the the next Goff to 
fence them, that is to the next Fair to ſell them, and when they 
come there they ſell them to a coaping Cull, that is a Horſe Jockey. 
they know, or a Flat: Firſt they ſell the Horſes, one to another, 
and get them Book'd, with their Marks and Ages, and ſome ficti- 
tious Names and Places, to prevent Accidents ; and to prove that 
they bought them, they get a Voucher of their own Acquaintance 
to vouch for them, and then they are not afraid to travel with theni 
becauſe they can prove that they bought them. There is not one 
Horſe Jockey out of ten but will buy a ſtolen Horfe of any Prad 
Prigger that they know, if he comes but forty Straches off, if they 
know the ſame to be ftolen ; and I think the Receiver as bad as the 
Thief of all Kinds, for if there were no Receivers there would be 
no Thieves. | ee: n BR” 


SKY-FARMERS. 4a 


8 Farmers, are People that go about the Country with a falls 
Paſs, ſigned by the Church- wardens and Overſeers of the Pa- 
riſh or Place that they lived in, and ſome Juſtice of Peace, but the 
Names are all forged ; They go about forty Miles from that Place 
to ſome eaſy Juſtice, and get him to ſign it, and ſo on to the next; 
until they have a great Number of Names to their Brief; and in 
this Manner they extort Money, under Pretence of ſuſtaining Loſi 
by Fire, or the Diſtewper amongſt the horned Cattle; they always 
er like Gentlemen Farmers, and have a 8 with them. 
ey nay be detected by ſtrictly examining them, and ing 
them in Cuſtody, till a Letter is ſent to the Place. fiſt, — 
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it Wande 92 So Pon g they were Galley Slaves, oy; th 

their Tongues were cat — by the Turks, and their Attris* were 
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